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yoL. XV AIR CORPS . NEWS NO. 9. 





Information Division ‘ Munitions Building 
Air Corps ae A Washington, D.C. 





—— 


The chief purnose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
netics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corns, National 
q@uard and others connected with aviation. 

Publishers are authorized to reprint material anoearing in this pulication. 
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THE AIR DIVISION AND COAST DEFENSE 


In the two preceding issues of the News Letter a resume’ or rerort of the 
various activities of the First Provisional Air Division of 1931 was given. 

Tis report was more or less a chronological statement of facts and incidents 
which will be of historical value in the future. ‘The colorful highlights of 
the Division's activities, the colorful personalities among the Division's per- 
sonnel, the features of the Division's flights, were barely touched won. 

While the Air Corps staff was dee» in the work of administering, supplying 
and operating the Division, the Army as a whole was looking at the Division as 
another one of its active and efficient agencies in the National Defense. While 
the Air Division was undergoing its two-week neriod of training as a highly 
mobile unit, General Douglas MacArthur, Chief of Staff of the Army, was consi- 
dering the part the Division would lay shovld an enemy ayroach our shores. 

While he made certain assum>tions favorable to the Division, such as assum 
ing the »reponderance of Bombardment and Pursuit which a war-time Division would 
have, he balanced this by assuming the declaration of war at the most unfavor- 
able: period for the Division, when it had just settled down in Chicago for its 
overnight stay there, when it was furthest avay. from the coast it was to defend, 
and when its component units were all at temporary bases scattered over a 50= 
mile front. 3 i ; 

General MacArthur gave no sugar-coated odds to the Division, nor did he 
ask it to do the impossible. He set the situation and then threw in the Army's 
Air Division as the first line in the Coast Defense, which is properly the 
Army's mission, The best defense is a vigorous offense. The Division moved to 
attack. 

At this time it might be well to bring out the general and special situa- 
tion with which the United States was hypothetically concerned when "war was de- 
clared," as taken from the renorts of the Division's Intelligence Section: 

* x * * * * * * 
(1) General Situation: ; 

a Maps (Those of the areas concerned were here mentioned in detail). 

b. War was suddenly declared on the United States by a coalition of 
foreign powers 20 May. ; 

c. The enemy has destroyed the Panama Canal by an aerial attack, and in- 
formation has been received than an exvedition consisting of a strong allied 
naval force convoying a large number of airplane carriers, trooo transvorts and 
converted commercial vessels carrying an Air Force with supplies and ammnition 
for aerial operations is enroute to the North American continent. : 

Canada is neutral. 

gd. At the time war was declared all of the United States Air Force in the 
continental limits of the country concentrated in the vicinity of Dayton, Ohio, 
and engaged in annual training exercises, had moved to Chicago, I1l., as part of 
its training »rogram 

The United States ground forces were mobilizing as rapidly as their skele- 
tonized condition would permit. The United States Atlantic Fleet has been dis- 


bersed, and the Battle Fleet was left in the Pacific by the destruction of the 
Panama Canal. 


(2) Special Situation (United States). 

Qn 22 May the entire United States Air Force, under direct control of the 
War Department, was brought across the Allegheny Mountains to existing airdromes 
on Long Island, : 

_. The Air Force continued intensified training in this area until 24 May 

While airdromes were being rapidly prepared along the Atlantic Seaboard from 
Maine to Hampton Roads. Contimued reconnaissances to sea wer maintained. 

At 1:00 a.m. 24 May, the Commanding General, Air Force, received the follow- 
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ing letter of instruction by air from Washington: 
she "WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C. 


23 May 1:30 p.m. 


Subject: Defense of New Mngland. 
To: Commanding General, Air Force.: 


1. Information indicates that the enemy expedition enroute to the North 
American continent is to be directed against the New Ingland Area. 
Our ground mobilization is proceeding slowly. 
You will move the Air Force early on the morning of 24 May to the New 
England area. ee: . : 
The situation is grave. I. am leaving for Boston by air on the morning of 
24 May and will assume command of the defenses of New England with Headquarters 
at Boston, Mass. 
It is desired that you be prepared to submit to me at my Headquarters at 
Boston your plan for the iat of the lst Air Division (Prov.). 
Douglas MacArthur, 
General, — 
Chief of Staff." 


Pursuant to instructions, the Air Force on 24 May moved to airdromes in 
the New England Area. By 4:00 p.m. 24 May, information from all sources indi- 
cated the hostile exnedition at 3:00 ».m. about 150 miles southwest of Sable 
Island, steaming west southwest at about 12 kmts. 

* a * 4 . ad 

Meanwhile, General MacArthur had flown to Boston from Washington to. conduct 
personally the main problem of the defense of the New Ingland coast. He made 
the 405-mile trip from Washington in two and one-half hours in an Army Fleetster, 
There he observed the exercises on the 25th, and returned the same day to 
Washington via Mitchel Field, Long Island. 


What he thén did gave a still bigcer boost to the already top-notch morale . 


of the Division. Just five words and a signature, but his telegram spoke 
volumes 3 
"WELL DONE FIRST AIR DIVISION 
MAC ARTHUR." 


To come back to the progress of, the "War" 
* * 


* ae * * 


At 9:30 a.m. 25 May our observation revorts the hostile expedition about 
250 miles due east of Boston steaming southwest. At this hour the following 
telephone message was received from the Chief of Staff at Boston: 

"The hostile expedition is about 250 miles east of Boston steaming 
southwest. You will attack at once. Continue reconnaissance of coast — 
to Bangor, Maine." 

At 12:30 »o.m., information was received at advance headquarters at Boston, 
Mass., from our observation that the enemy exnedition had turned due east and 
was headed for a heavy fog bank lying to the east. First Air Division (Prov.) 
enroute to attack was ordered by radio to abandon the attack and return to air 
dromes. Observation of the enemy to. be continued. 

At 1:00 ».m., due to fog conditions, our observation lost contact with the 
enemy and was not able to gain contact until 7:30 p.m. At this time the enemy 
force was located 190 miles east southeast of Nantucket Island headed due south 
at 12 knots. At 10:30 p.m. our observation renorts enemy force still holding 
to its course. eyed ee 

At 11:50 ».m., the following message delivered by airplane courier from 
advance Headquarters was received by the Conmanding General of the Air Force 
at his Headquarters at Springfield, Mass. 

"ssl Headquarters, 
Boston, Mass. 
25 May 10:30 p.m. 

Enemy force contimes course due south. Move to the Long Island area 
morning of 26 May. I am proceeding to Washington, D.C. Revort to me at War 
Department after a OO a.m, 26 May. 

Douglas MacArthur, 
Geneval, 
Chief of Staff." 
~253~ V=6162, A.C 





93( 
art 


For 
led 
fac 


ass 
the 
ide: 
in- 


fir 


Her] 
tea. 


by 1 
863 
beer 


arre 


pour 
vess 
nent 
alti 
of t 
poss 


hear 


' Clos 
| had | 


at g 


hict 


ster, 


ule. 


on, 


r.) 
ire 


the 


uth 
1g 











1:00 aam., 26 May, weather again interrupted observation of the enemy and 
contact was lost. 1;00 a.m. reyorts received indicate no change in the enemy's 
speed or direction. 

"By 4300 >.m 26 May, all units of the Air Force were back at airdromes on 
tong Island which they had previously occuixied on 25 May. ; 

On 27 May, weather conditions improved and contact was regained at daylight. 
The main enemy expedition was located about 350 miles east of Atlantic City 
cruising slowly in a southerly direction. 

At 9:00 a.m. our observation located 2 enemy carriers escorted by 6 cruisers 
and 20 destroyers about 200 miles due east of Atlantic City headed west at 20 
knots. : 
At 9:25 a.m., the following telegram from the War Devartment was received 
at the Headquarters of the Air Force at Mitchel Field; 

"War Devartment , 
Washington, D.C. 2 eee 
27 May 9:20 am. 

An enemy force of 2 carriers, 6 cruisers and 20 destroyers revorted at 
9:00 aetie about 200 miles due east of Atlantic City headed west. at 20 knots and 
ayparently planning to launch an air raid. You will attack at once. 

arse Douglas MacArthur, 
General, 
Chief of Staff." 

There the problem ended, 

It mist be assumed that the willingness and the preparedness of the Air 
force to carry the fight up and down the coast was enough for the enemy fleet. 

The review of the Air Division over Washington on May 30th was personally 
led by General MacArthur in a Lockheed Sirius, piloted by Captain Eaker,. 

This interest of the Chief of Staff ‘of the Army in the Exercises and the 
fact that he made available a very considerable amount of time for personal 
supervision and contact was, indeed, gratifying to the Air Corps, and gave 
assurance that our important current »roblems are appreciated. It stamped 
the activities of the Air Division as important in the defense of the coast, 
identifying the Division not as an "aerial circus" but as an important factor 
in the scheme of National Defense. 

It is further most gratifying to the Air Corss~personnel that General 
lacArthur led the review of the Air Division over Washington, and that he is the 
first Chief of Staff who has made an inspection of Air Corps units in the air. 
—=——000~<— 


REAL TARGET PRACTICE FOR THE SECOND BOMBARDMENT GROUP 


The 2nd Hombardment Group, Langley Field, Va., under the command of Major 
Herbert A. Dargue, Air Corps, will be afforded an opportunity to indulge in some 
tealistic bombing on August llth next, off the Virginia Caves, their target . 
being the steel cargo ship "Mt. Shasta," which was turned over to the Air Corps... 
by the U.S. Shipping Board for target practice. This vessel, with two decks, 

363 feet long and of 7,24C tons dead weight, was built during the War and has 
been moored on the James River since 1921. It has been dismantled and all the 
machinery removed therefrom. The Quartermaster's Department, U.S. Army, has made 
arrangements to tow this vessel to the scene of the bombing. 

The "Mt. Shasta" will be bombarded with »rojectiles ranging from 25 to 600 
ponds, Several Attack planes now at Langley Field will first fly over the 
vessel and drop the smaller sized bombs, and they will be followed by the Bombard- 
ment ylanes with the larger bombs. These "»ellets" will be dropped from various 
altitudes, the purpose being ‘bombing practice and to study the destructive effect 
of the-various types of bombs rather than to sink the vessel in the shortest time 
Possible. The floating targét will be towed at the end of a 2,000-foot cable by 
an Army Mine Planter. : 

' . Weather permitting, several tugs with special observersaboard, will hover 
lear the scene of the bombing in order to enable them to witness same from as 
Close a range as is consistent with safety. 
It has been some eight years since the Air Corps Bombardment personnel have 
a an Opportunity to try their skill at a real target, such as a moving vessel 
Sea, and the outcome of this bombing test is awaited with interest: by Air 
TS personnel. : 
Ras -254— V-6162, A.C. 





NEW CARTRIDGE TYPE ENGINE STARTER TESTED 
- By the News Letter Corres »ondent 


The efficient starting of aircraft engines is a comparatively recent 
problem to be solved. It is not so long ago that the usual method of starting 
an engine was the swinging of the propeller by hand, and the picture of two 
mechanics with linked hands waiting for the word "contact" is clear in all our 
memories. The hand and electric inertia starters have been standard equipment 
for some time. The hand starter is usually employed with multi-motor systems 
or on planes where the electrical energy available is required for other pur 
poses. The majority of single-motor airplanes carry electric inertia starters, 
The starting problem still remains far from the state of efficiency and simpli- 
city where it ceases to be a problem, however, and any change either in the 
standard starter, or in the whole system of starting that vromises improvement 
is of vital interest to the aeronautical engineer. 

4 new type of aircraft engine starter was recently tested at the Materiel 
Division of the Air Corps at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. This starter, which 
is of the cartridge type, is installed on the engine in the same location as 
the standard inertia starter. It is approximately 103 in¢hes long. An adanter 
with 12 teeth on one side and 3 on the other is bolted on the standard starter 
jaw for engaging with the starter. The starter is of the concentric type, con- 
sisting of a cylinder in which a piston is pushed forward by the expansion of 
gas from a slow burning powder, set off electrically from a 10-gauge shell. 
This shell is of paper construction with a brass collar. The shaft on which the 
starter jaw is attached moves forward and turns the engine crankshaft. ‘the 
thrust being taken by a bearing in the starter, none is imposed on the engine, 
Rotation of the jaw is produced by the piston pushing together two shafts with 
right and left sviral threads, one inside the other. The outer shaft is also 
threaded with a spiral thread which takes the torque. 

The starter weighs 19 ».ounds; the breech and piping 4 pounds. ‘he cart- 
ridges run 22 to the pound. A total weight of 25 pounds would be equivalent to 
44 starts of the engine. The exhaust passes out of the side of the fuselage 
through a tube, thé valve being opened at the bottom of the piston stroke by 
the piston, and closed when the piston is returned to its normal position. this 
is accomplished through a coil spring. 

The first tests, conducted on a "Wasp" 1340-4 engine, gave satisfactory re 
sults, There was no shock when the starter was e&ired or when it vicked up the 
engine load. ‘There was a delay, however, of approximately one~half a second 
from the time the cartridge exxloded until the engine started turning, due to 
the tuilding up of pressure in the space between the breech and the piston, 
which are connected by a tube 30 inches long. . ; 

Later, tests were conducted in the Materiel Division cold chamber under 
temperatures as low as 20°C., to learn the reliability of operation under 6x- 
treme weather conditions. This was a comparative test, the standard inertia 
starter being tested under the same conditions. A Pratt & Whitney GR-1680-3 
engine was used. The starter was installed and the temperature brought dom to 
5°C., and allowed to remain so all night in order to insure all varts of engine 
and starter having an even temperature. It was found that the cartridge type 
starter turned the engine over at higher r.p.m. than the inertia starter at all 
temperatures down to 15°C. At lower temperatures it was necessary to increase 
the fuel content of the shell in order to turn the engine at all. ‘The turn was 
then accomplished at a higher r.»>.m. than the inertia starter, but there were 
fewer revolutions. 2" ee 

Further tests will be made to determine the necessary increase of the fuel 


YEAS we 





content of the shell for reliable operation under extreme temperatures. a 
An explosive mixture type of starter was tried early in the starter game 


and, although in the foreign field it acquired a somewhat extensive use, it ws f 


never poplar in this country. A miltinlicity of parts with attendant weight 
end difficulty of maintenance caused this type to be abandoned for more promis 
ing types. The new cartridge type, however, offers none of these disadvantages 
and may prove exceedingly useful ecuioment for military aircraft. 

---000--= 


A Board of officers met at Wright Field, Dayton, 0., on June 15th to discish 


- —_— Lighter-than-Air program. Those present were Lieut.~Col. J.H. od 
aegelow, Scott Field; Capt. Karl S. Axtater, Wright Field; Capt. Wm.J. Flood) — 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps; Lieuts. Lt’ Mextonstein® Wright Field; » 
J.C. Whively, Lengley Field, and Haynie McCormick, Fort Sill, Okla. 
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ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL GRADUATES FLY IN AERIAL REVIEW 


An air review, flow by 98 student officers and Flying Cadets,featured the 
graduation exercises of the Air Corns Advanced. Flying School at Kelly Field, 


Jexas, on the morning of June 26th. 

Major-General Ewing E. Booth, commanding 
Bliss, Texas, and corps area commander in the 
Winans, joined with Brigadier General Charles 


the First Cavalry Division, Fort 
absence of Major General Edwin B. 
H. Danforth, commander of the Air 


Corgs Training Center, in taking the review, which was attended by a group of 
city, county and Chember of Commerce officials, including the Mayor of San 


Antonio. 
Fire Denartment Band. 


Music was furnished by the svedning Center Band and the San Antonio 


Three foreign officers, Cant. Gerd von Massow, German Army; Cant. Thomas M. 
Tetona and Capt. Ricardo Rodas, Guatemalan Army, and three U.S. Army officers, 


Major Harold A. Strauss and Licuts. 


Charles P. Cabell and Robert C. Oliver, re- 


ceived diplomas and wings at the War Department Theatre at the field follwing the 


revieve 


Ninety-two Flying Cadets, in addition to the diplomas and wings, re- 
ceived commissions as second lieutenants in the Air Corps Reserve. 


The diplomas 


were presented by General Danforth, the commissions by Lieut.-Col. R.M. Pennell, 
of the Corps Area General Staff, while the wings were presented by Major Frederick 


L. Martin, Air Corss, Commandant of the Advanced Flying School. 


The Commandant 


of the Primary Flying School at Brooks Field, Lieut.-Col. Henry B. Clagett, de- 


livered the graduation address. 


The Flying Cadets graduating as airplane pilots are emmerated below, as 


follows: 


Robert S. Angle 

Wm. Beverley, Jr. 
Homer D. Bernard 
John F. Biggerstaff 
Louis Russell Black 
J. Francis Eledsoe 
E.H. Bobbitt, Jr. 
Graeme S. Bond 
Wayne Bone 

Albert J. Boot 
Joséph A. Brier 

Ym. R. Calligan 
Higar Ross Camp 
Herbert C. Chambers,Jr. 
Ivan W. Chatfield 
Robert W. Coons 


Los Angeles, Calif. 
Dalhart, Texas 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
Wabash, Ind. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Overlea, lid. 

Hot Springs, Va. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Gatesville, Texas 
Denver, Colo. 
DeWitt, Neb. 
Ridley Park, Pa. 
Perdido, Ala. 
Tucson, Ariz. 
Dunleary, Ky. 
Aberdeen, Wash. 


Charles E. Coverley ,Los Angeles, Calif. : 


John Thomas Cox 
Richard Crabbs 
Troy W. Crawford 
Nelson B, Davis 
William F. Day, Jr. 
Albert L. Dubecker 
Robert V. Dunn 
Cecil C. Foxworth 
Edgar B. Franklin 
Lacey EB. Gee 

Carl A. Gerlicher 
Ym. D. Harrison 


Dallas, Texas 
Orlando, Fla. 
Manghan, La. 
Alhambra, Calif. 
Greenwich, Conn. 
Cottonwood, Calif. 
Marion, Ind. 
Charleston, S.C. 
Richmond, Va. 
Anamosa, Iowa. 
Winona, Minn. 
Braintree, Mass. 


Joseph H. Hart Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Frank J. Havelick,Jr. © Billings, Mont. 
George A. Hersam,Jr. Stoneham, Mass. 


leroy Eeston 

Ben G. Holloway 
Richard C, Hughes 
dubrey S. Hurren 
Ralph §. Johnson 


Grants Pass,Ore. 
San Antonio, Texas 
Washington, D.C. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Goodland, Ind. 
Childersburg, Ala. 
Tacoma, Wash. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
Glendale, Calif. 


William H. Elvins 
Carl Roy Kaye 
William Lewis, Jr. 


(Otis A. 


Arthur E. Livingston,Russellville ,Ark. 


Earl F. McIntyre 


William C. McDonald,Jr,. 
Ronald C.McLaughlin 


Alva V.R. Marsh 
Jack M. Malone 
Donald E. Meade 
Theron A. Milbanks 
Charles A. Miller 
Chester 0. Miller 
Miller 
Hewitt F. Mitchell 
Thomas B. Mixon 
Henry T. Myers 


-Leurence F. Motl 
Claude B. Northup,Jr. 


Frank Norwood 
John E. Nuhn 


Arthur D. Parker,Jdr. 


John Preston 


William M. Pryce, Jr. 


Charles H. Pursley 
Roy 0. Ralston 
Leslie Raybold 
Robert B. Richard 
Tim Roberson 


Herbert G. Robinson 


Wistar Rosenberg 
Wilfred Rotherham 
Clarence Sartain 
Thomas J. Searcy 
C. Wesley Schott 
Lawrence §. Semans 
Bertow S. Shaw 
George A. Smeltzer 
Frank P, Smith 


Mell M. Steohenson,Jr. 


Joe M. Sutherland 
Carl Swyter 
George L. Thomson 
Ben F. Thompson 
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West Hollywood, Calif. 


Birmingham,Ala. 
Evanston, Ill. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Durant, Okla. 

Hayes, Kans. 
Greenville, Texas 
Kempner, Texas 


Connersville, Ind. 
San Francisco, Calif. 


Fresno, Calif. 
Alexandria, La. 
Marshall, Wis. 
Dallas, Texas 
Pasadena, Calif. 
Pasadena, Calif. 
New Orleans , La. 
Palo Alto, Calif. 
Tucson, Ariz. 
Fort Myers, Fla. 
Clarksville, Ark. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Visalie, Calif. 
Terrell, Texas 
Norfolk, Va. 
Prineville, Ark. 
Visalia, Calif. 
San Antonio, Texas 
Tallas, Texas 
Providence, R.I. 
Uniontown, Pa. 
Sumter, S.C. 
Holly, Colo. 
Clarksdale, Miss. 


Athens, Ga. 
Anderson, §.6. 
Emery, §.D. 


Hood River, Ark. 
Houston, Texas 
V~6162;A.C. 








John G. Tilton Canton, Ohio Lee Williams... _, Denver, Colo, 


Alfred F. Tucker . .Cleveland, Ohio Claude 3. White ‘Norfolk, ya, 
John W. Towler Atascadero, Calif. Frank E. Wittenberg . Tonopah, Nevada, 
William E. Walters - Millen, Ga. Walter McC. Wood Draner, Ya, 
‘Edgar L. Walthall . Atlanta, Ga. John 0. Zahn San Diego, Caliz, 


Staff Sgt. 0.E. Henderson, Council Huffs, Iowa. 

Major H.A. Strauss, whorhas been in the lighter-than-air. branch during his 
service in the Air Corps, graduated as a Bombardment pilot. In addition to his 
new rating as Airplane Pilot, he also holds the ratings of Airship Pilot, Balloo, 
Observer and Aerial Observer. He has been ordered to duty at the Materiel Diy. 
sion, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, Lieut. Cabell was ordered to Panama and Lig, 
Oliver to the Hawaiian Department. 

_ Five Cadets have been assigned to Brooks Field for active duty under their 
Reserve commission. Fourteen will go to the Hawaiian Department, and the re- 
mainder were ordered to Dodd Field, Fort Sam Houston, vending the receipt of 
orders for their assignment to various Air Corps fields. 

bie a . — 


CHANGES IN PERSONNEL AT THE MATERIEL DIVISION 


The turn of the Fiscal Year sees many changes in Materiel Division officiel 
personnel. Majors William H. Crom, Adlai H. Gilkeson, Oliver P. Echols, Captain 
Robert Kauch and Lieut. Edwin R. McReynolds are slated for the Air Corps Tactical 
School at Maxwell Field; Montgomery, Ala. 

Major Crom, Chief of the Industrial War Plans Section, will be replaced by 
Caitain Romeyn B. Hough; Major Gilkeson, Chief of Equipment Branch, by Major F.i, 
Coleman, at present Chief of the Field Service Section; Major Coleman by Major 
Hugh J. Knerr, who comes from the Army War College; Major Echols, Chief of Pro- 
curement Section, by Major R.M. Jones, Chief of the Purchase Branch; Major Jones 
by Major H.A. Strauss, who comes from Kelly Field, Texas. 

Major John D. Reardan goes to the Naval War College at Newport, R.I., and 
he will be succeeded as Commanding Officer of Wright Field by Major R.E.M. 
Goolrick, who comes from Marshall Field, Kansas. Captain Carl F. Greene, Lieuts, 
H.K. Baisley and F.E. Glantzberg leave for foreign service. Captain 0.0.Niergarth 
goes to the Army Industrial College, Washington, D.C.; Lieut. Alfred A.Kessler,Jr, 
to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass.; Lieut. Charles 4, 
Ross to the Middletowm, Pa, Air Devot; Captain Michael E. McHugo to Scott Field, 
Belleville, Ill.; Captain Leland C. Hurd to Buffalo, N.Y.; Lieut. Russell L. 
Williamson to Wichita, Kansas; Lieut. Courtland Johnson to the Rockwell Air Depvi, 
Coronado, Calif. | , a a 

Eight of the sixteen officers graduating from the Air Corps Mngineering 
School, Wright Field, this year, are to be assigned to the Materiel Division, viz: 
Lieut.. Benjamin W. Chidlaw to the Airplane Branch; Lieut. Alden R. Crawford to 
the Airplane Branch; Lieuts. John L. Davidson and Claremce S. Thorpe to the 
Armament Branch; Lieut. Edmund C. Langmead to the Field Service Section; Lieut, 
R.J. Minty to the Equipment Branch; Lieut. Edward M. Powers to the Power Plant 
Branch and Lieut. Kenneth B. Wolfe to the Inspection Branch. 

__ Five officers on duty at the Materiel Division have been assigned to the Mr 
Corps Engineering School as students - Lieuts. Wendell H. Brookley, Air plane 
Branch; Donald F. Stace, Supply Branch; Randolph P. Williams, Airolane Branch; 
Samuel R. Harris, Jr., Equipment Branch; Shelton E. Prudhomme, Field Service 
Section. Other officers who will meke up the sixteen students composing next 
year's Engineering School are Captains. M.G: Estabrook, Middletowm Air De ot; M2. 
Hackett, Langley Field, Va.; Lieuts. L.P. Holcomb, Scott Field; F.M. Hopkins, 
Fairfield Air Denot; J.T. Morris, Selfridge Field, Mich.; J.A. Austin, Fairfield 
Air Devot; L.F. Harman, Langley Field, Va.; Ernest K. Warburton, Selfridge Melfi 
Raymond Morrison, Michigan National Guard; I.A. Woodring, Rockwell Field; end 
C.A. Bassett from March Field, Calif. 

---000-—— 


Three planes from Wright Field participated in a demonstration at the 
Citizens Military Training Camp at Schoen Field, Indianapolis, Ind., on June Ath 
They were piloted by Lieut. C.S. Thorpe, with Capts.D.W. Howard, T.T. Trapnell 
and C.F. Wheeler as passengers; Lieut. R.J. Minty with Lieut. Park Holland, ant 
Lieut. C.A. Caldwell with Cant. J.G. Whitesides. The first plane was a CH4A, the 
second an A~3 and the third an 0-25. 
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ECHOES OF THE AIK CORPS MANEUVERS 


Yelly Field 


Kelly Field personnel returned from the Air Corps Maneuvers one hundred 
percent. Lieut. A.L. Jewett, flying a Yort Sill ship, was forced to land in 
the Hudson River when the motor of his »lane stonped. ‘he plane was wrecked as 
it was pulled from the water. } 

The total aircraft flying time for Kelly Field during the month of May was 
9,477 hours. From all renorts, the students held their ow with the exyerienced 
pilots during the Air Corps Maneuvers and convinced the authorities that, in case 
of emergency, Kelly Field cadets could be sent to tactical organizations with 
yery little extra training. 

Boston Airport . 

Among the Reserves who were active in various capacities during the maneuv- 
ers at Boston were Majors Bartlett Beaman, of the 442nd Pursuit; Major Robert F. 
Raymond; Captain George Iusk; Cantain Charles Clark; Lieuts. Walter Cleveland, 
C.J. Ahern, H.J. Jenkins, M.I. officer with the 442nd Pursuit Squadron of. 
Reserves; Lieut. "Mile" Harlow, well imown commercial flyer, and Lieut. C.M. 
Connell . ; 


Selfridge Field 

Now that the smoke is cleared away from the exploits of the pilots who took 
yart in the recent Air Corys Maneuvers, we, of Selfridge Field, feel that the 
enlisted men should come in for their share of praise. As for maintenance in 
the First Pursuit Growy during Maneuvers, the »lanes functioned almost 100%. As 
amatter of fact, thé pilots: did not stand u» nearly so well, due to mumps, colds, 
and various ills of a like nature. Under adverse conditions the enlisted person~- 
nel of the Group were always on the job, did their work cheerfully and well, 
putting forth every effort to maintain the old Air Corys tradition - always ready. 
WRIGHT FIELD 

Tents have been folded, but not with the traditional silence of the Arabs, 
and 75 enlisted men stationed at the Materiel Division for the period of the Air 
Corps Maneuvers have gradually been returned to their home stations. Many pilots 
of the Division have put in flying hours at this work - and some not of the 
livision. Lieuts. 17.5. Olds, H.J, Reid, R.J. Hixon and R.C. Rhudy arrived at the 








field on June 6th in four Fokker Transjorts, taking two loads of troops to Scott 


field and two to Selfridge.Field. Lieuts. A.A. Kessler and Levi L. Beery tool. 
a fifth and sixth transnortful to Chanute Field the same day. 
} ---0008—= 


DAYTON ATTORNEY DECORATED WITH D.S.C. AT WRIGHT FIELD 


The award of the Distinguished Service Cross to Robert Higley, attorney and 
former member of the Marine “orps, was made at Wright Field on June 5th in the 
Presence of officers, members of the American Legion, representatives of the 
lerine Corps, Higley's family and a grows of personal friends. 

For the first time the lawn about the flag staff before the Administration 
fiilding of the Materiel Division was used for such a ceremony, and it made a 
fitting stage for the occasion. Prior to the presentation, a Boy Scout band 
played patriotic msic. Attention mas sounded by the bugler with the drum corps. 
After the Star Spangled Banner was »layed, Hon. William G. Pickrel, Lieutenant- 
“vernor of Ohio, spoke briefly, lauding the deed which had won for the recipient 
such well-deserved merit. 

The citation was read describing Higley's bravery in going out to the front 
lines in the face of almost certain death to bring back a wounded officer, Lieut. 
fivin. Hope. When this had been accomolished, Higley vlaced 17 bandoliers of am- 
mnition about his neck and again made his way to the front line to aid his fight- 
a eten. The award came just 13 years to the day after the accomplishment 

© deed, 


Brigadier-General H.C. Pratt sinned the decoration on Higley's breast. Con= 


@atulations from Marines , who had been with Higley at Chateau Thierry and were 


Present for the occasion, from officers, from fellow reserve officers and friends 


followed, the brief but impressive ceremony breaking up to the msic of the Boy 
Scout Band, 
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YOUNG AMERICA'S. INTEREST IN AVIATION 


There is no denying the fact that aviation has a particularly strong area) 
for the average youngster. Most of the requests received by the Information }iy. was 
sion for photographs of airplanes come from youngsters of tender age, who exorey § 71? 
in no mistakable terms their ambition to become fliers some day. . Their hero qo; time 
ship has undergone a complete change. ‘The cowboy, railroad engineer, conductor, all 
etc., are heroes no more in their estimation. They are now either warming the line 
bench or have been relegated to the bush leagues. ‘The hero who now occupies the haw 





center of the diamond is the aviator. ] 
One needs only to enter a movie theatre when an air picture is being shom 4 ¢ 
to find concrete evidence of this fact. He will find a large percentage of the a 
audience these youngsters who in the future will guide the destinies of this i 
nation. He will hear apnlause which is absent in other typesof photo plays. 
Kelly Field recently received a letter from a youngster residing in Buffaly, hav 
N.Y., which it is belicved will be of interest to readers of the News Letter, } bre 
is quoted below, as follows; i am 
"Dear Sixs; : re sis 
I have caught wind that you were going to have two seaters for the arny, arr 
Well! I vote no. Here's my reason. when the machine gunner sees an enemy aim Wal 
plane coming he signals the »ilot to get on the tail of the other ship as they ass 
usually do. What if the pilot does not get there in time and while trying to 
get there he gets shot at in the attempt. I think that you should have one seater§ ac 
pursuit planes. I saw this in the May or Junes Popular Mechanic for 1950. I sa mot 
all the pictures and everything. I am thinking of going to Brooks Field then to | 4s: 
Kelly's Field myself. Do you have to be chosen by the Senator of the state to x in 


there? I am waiting for an answer for that question. Also I think you should 
have lighter bombers for day attacks and bigger bombers for night attacks. Lighter fw 


bombers for days because if the »lanes are attacked by pursuit ships they may the 
fight their way through. I am very interested in aviation. At least have about pl 
900 or 1000 pound bombs on day bombers, and 2000 - 4000 vound bombs on night of 


bombers. I got the May, June, and July Popular Mechanic for 1930 when I saw then of 
advertisements you had in it. Oh! Boy, I hardly can wait till I am at least 14 pe 
years old. I guess I can start then, can't I? I always get the Poyular Mechanic me: 
Magazine. Remember what I told you about them airplanes previous in the letter. hi 
I also read the War Birds Magazine, Air Stories, and such airplane magazines. 
From these I got some information about airplanes. The weather down here is fine me 


















and hot. Too hot for comfort. How is it down there? ‘The ceiling is high for of 
flying. ‘that's the vay it is supposed to be I guess. I am 13 years old, I go. he 
to St. Francis Xavier's School, and I am in the 8th grade. I'm going to graduate th 
this June. Please send me an answer. I am waiting. Please send me any kind ¢ on 
answer. My mother laughs every time I tell her I'm going to be an aviator. Well x 
so long, supper's ready, Good-bye. - 
Your true friend, 

P.S. Don't forget to send me an answer rs. 
what you're going to do. 7 
(Watch what my Mother'll do when you send me a letter). ™ 
~--000-—— ‘ 

RESERVE OFFICERS IN TRAINING AT SCOTT FIELD, ILL. : 

Seventy-one Reserve officers revorted to Scott Field, Belleville, I[11..,. for ° 

the Reserve Officers Training Camp for two weeks! active duty beginning July 5th. f : 
Included in the number reporting are 60 officers of the heavier~thamair brand, : ‘ 
7 of the lighter-than=air branch, 2 photograxhic officers, one commimnications and | A 
one medical officer. Flying training was begun on the morning of July 7th, 4 t 
total of 56 planes being available for that survose. ‘wo training type airships : 





were available for the training of the lizhter-than-air personnel, and spherical 
balloons will be sent out at intervals during the camp for balloon training. 

The airplanes available for training are: 12 Pl, 8 P13, 10 O+19B, 3 0-1%; 
and 3 O2-H. Of the above,22 »lanes were sent to Scott Field from other Regular 
Army and Reserve Air Corps flying fields. Fields supplying planes are Selfridg®, 
Duncan, Norton, Jones, Schoen and Iunken. 

Reserve officers attending this camp are scheduled to be relieved from duty 
in time to return to their homes on July 18th. 
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HAWAIIAN AIR DEPOT A BUSY PIACE 


The Station Repair Unit of the Hawaiian Air Depot, located at Luke Field, 
was the scene of greatly increased activity during the month of April, The ar- 
rival of twenty new P-120 airplanes and twelve new 0-190 airplanes at the same 
time, together with the accomplishment of the aniuval overhaul schedule, has kept 
all departments operating at top speed. However, by hard work all along the 
line, the new planes are rapidly taking the air and at the same time the over- 
haul schedule of approximately eight airplanes per month is being maintained. 

The present number of airplanes in the Hawaiian Department represent quite 
, change from a year ago, when Luke Field had difficulty in getting six planes 
in the air for an Aloha flight. Word was received that the Keystone B-5A Bombers 
are on the way to Hawaii and the arrival of these planes will further increase 
flying activities, ‘eis : 

The Station Repair Unit at Iuke Field is comparatively a young organization, 
having been organized in 1927, At that time, a few civilian employees were 
prought over from the States to act as key men. From this nucleus of ten men, 

a major repair depot was built up, and at present the personnel employed con- 
sists of ninety civilian employees and fifty-one enlisted men. Some of the early 
arrivals among the civilians were Messrs. John C, Vaughn, Richard T. Harrison, 
Walter Chandler, Albert W. Lorain, and Patrick Holohan, and each of these men 
assisted materially in the organization of the Depot. 

Effective on May lst, this year, Mr. Vaughn moves up from Foreman of the 
Machine Shop to the position of Shop Superintendent. Mr. Ansel Dekle is pro- 
moted to Foreman of the Engine Repair, vice Mr.Sgt. Harry Carmean, who becomes 
Assistant to the Chief Engineering Officer until his departure for the States 
in June. 

Cruising around the shops, the News Letter reporter found every department 
functioning at top speed. The Final Assembly was,perhaps, the busiest spot and 
the place was almost filled with crates containing the new 0-190 and P-l2C air- 
planes. They report that during the month of April they delivered 34 airplanes 
of which 18 were minor overhauls, 5 were major overhauls, and 11 were assemblies 
of new airplanes, They have been assembling an average of 14 new 0-19C airplanes 
per day. One of these new planes was assembled and equipped with full war equip- 
ment and placed on exhibition during Army Day, April 6th, at the big Army ex- 
hibit at Ft. Armstrong in Honolulu. 

The Machine Shop, consisting of the Welding Department, Sheet Metal Depart- 
ment, Maintenance Department and Machine Shop proper, which employs a personnel 
of eleven enlisted men and sixtsen civilians, ‘just finished a very busy month, 
having completed approximately 80 work orders and 100 to 125 jobs on instruc- 
tion slips. An impending shift in personnel which is scheduled to take effect 
on May lst will make Sgt. Carl A. Nelson the foreman of the Machine Shop. The 
entire force of the Machine Shop wishes Mr. Vaughn luck on his new job as Shop 
Superintendent and hopes that Sgt. Nelson will be as good a foreman in the future 
as Mr, Vaughn has been in the past. The Welding Department, under Sgt. E.L. 
Kliforth, just completed building a new nose on LB-6 29-25, which was badly in- 
Jured in a recent crash, This piece of work was considered a very difficult and 
exacting job, and Sgt. Kliforth and his men are to be highly commended on the 
creditable manner and efficiency with which it was finished. 

On making his customary rounds of the vurious departments this morning, the 
writer beheld Mr. Groves busily engaged in what apoeared to be the childish pas- 
time of building sand castles and making mud pies. Highly intrigued by his man- 
Suvers, we decided to stick around awhile and see what would happen. After a 
due amount of time and some questioning, it was discovered that Mr. Groves was 
making aluminum casts of spinners for the P-12 airplanes. In other words, we 
are able to cast our own parts and then go right through the various processes 
of turning out the finished article exactly as the manufacturer would do it, and 
Still keep within the strict specifications of our Technical Orders. The dis- 
tance between this depot and the various sources of supply makes every little 
accomplishment like this assume great importance. 

. Engine Repair also had rather a busy month complsting six major overhauls 
n SR-1340C engines and three major overhauls on R-13400 engines, One V-1650 
and one V-1150 also received minor overhauls. ‘ 
wate? Repair report the completion of a new parachute department , one of the 
pags ing features being the storage vault for parachutes, so constructed that 
$ both vermin and thicf-proof. An exhaust system for removing sawdust is 
-260- V-6162 ,4.C. 








practically completed in the wood mill. In addition to the above construction 
»rojects, the Aero Repair turned over quite a number of airplanes to the Final 
Assembly. 

All in all, it has been a busy month around the Station Repair Unit on Forg 
Island and the manner in which the work has been expedited all along the line 
reflects very favorably on the cooperation between the enlisted men and the ci- 
vilians under the direction of Capt. Ralph B. Walker, the Chief Hngineer, 

mamQOOn = 


NO DULL MOMENTS FOR LIEUT. REED 


Of late, Lieut. Minthorne W. Reed of the 17th Pursuit Squadron, found his 
service with the lst Pursuit Group one round of excitement, this tending to prove 
that troubles never come singly. Recently and inadvertently he made a most dis- 
tressing service test on the adaptability of a certain Amphibian as a purely sea. 
going vessel, and he reported the results a bit unsatisfactory. 

. Testing the Amphibian on Lake St. Clair, all went well for several water 
landings, with the spray flying merrily on each take-off and landing. Soon, how. 
ever, the engine, a well-meaning inverted Liberty, became very damp, with the re. 
sult, that it wanted to quit. After the third landing, Lieut. Reed found his RPY 
had fallen off to where he could not get the venerable plane to leave the water, 

In the meantime, a brisk wind had whipped the lake out of its usual placid 
mood, and there he was sloshing around eight miles up the lake from the field and 
two miles out from shore. The plane would taxi beautifully, but the wind had the 
situation too well in hand to permit directional headway. Fortunately, a Coast 
Guard boat soon appeared, before any of the Selfridge men had been appraised of 
the mishap, and towed the plane to the slip at the field. The trip consumed two 
hours, and by that time both personnel and materiel were very, very wet. 

Sometine later, a Selfridge Field Pursuit plane figured in two aerial colli- 
sions of the same nature on two consecutive days, and came through both mishaps 
unscathed. Lieut. Reed was flying P-12C plane No. 163 on a night formation prac- 
tice flight with five other members of his Squadron. The ships were flying in 
close formation and hit a sudden bump, or air disturbance, which caused the outer 
edge of the top wing of Lieut. Reed's ship to deflect downward, momentarily strik- 
ing the tail section of Lieut. W.M. Morgan's plane and bending it badly. Lieut, 
Morgan was able to land his plane, however, without further damage. Upon exam- 
ining Lieut. Reed's plane, not a scratch could be found on it. 

The next day, while again flying formation, plane No. 163 figured in ex- 
actly the same sort of an accident, inflicting the same damage on another plane, 
but without injury to itself, and with another pilot at the controls, Here is 
certainly an item for the "Believe It or Not" column. 

---000--- 


FRES BALLOON FLIGHT AT SCOTT FIELD 


The first free balloon flight of the present training season was success- 
fully carried out just recently, when Capt. Douglas Johnston and Mr. Sgt. Olin 
Brown took off from Scott Field and landed near Nashville, Ill. 

The flight was made in compliance with instructions from the Chief of the 
Air Corps, requiring each lighter-than-air pilot to make two free balloon 
flights each year. Other pilots on the Post will be scheduled for their flights 
as rapidly as the equipment and weather conditions permit. 

_ Capt. Johnston and Set. Brown took t6 the air about 6:00 A.M., with their 
35,000-foot bag filled with hydrogen. -With a strong west wind at the lower 
altitudes and a still stronger northwest wind higher up, there was little choice 
in the direction of flight. By varying their flight level the two pilots were 
able to follow U.S. route #15, which made it easier for the pick-up truck to 
reach the landing place. Previous instructions had limited the flight to not 
over 40 miles and this approximate distance was reached about 8:15 A.M., and a 
landing made a few minutes later in a small circular field about 75 feet in diam- 
eter. The truck arrived about 10:00 o'clock and the deflated bag and pilots 
were returned to the field. 

Free ballooning has caught the pina of the 15th Observation Squadron 
officers, and the Operations Office has been flooded with requests for permis- 
sion to participate in the future flights. 
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MATERIEL DIVISION ACITVITIUS 





- New Ambulance Airplane - Y10-15 


A Fokker airplane, built especially for ambulance purposes, was tested re- 
cently at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, the tests being completed in time to mut 
the plane in service for the Air Corps Maneuvers. ‘The new Ambulance is »owered 
vith a single Wright "Cyclone" engine of 525 h.p. ‘The color is white, with a 
large red cross on both sides. of the fuselage. TYhere are three litters for 
vatients and three seats in addition to the cockpit. The seats are for doctors, 
attendants or other patients. The plane is equipped with oxygen apparatus for 
altitude flying and for treatment ‘where necessary. A metal cabinet contains 
surgical instruments. It has a drinking fountain, a basin with running water, 
thermos bottle for hot water or coffee, crash tools, tow rope, and an emergency 
aid kit, including articles for the stoppage of hemorrhage, binding of wounds, 
etc. The top speed of this nlane is between 125 and 130 miles per hour, and 


Ford Bomber submitted for test 





The Ford Motor Company has constructed its first Bomber, and it was flown to 
Wright Field for test on May 12th. The Bomber is of the usual Ford monoplane 
all-metal construction and is powered with three "Wasp" supercharged air-cooled 
engines. It is designed to fly with full load of bombs on any two of its three 
engines and to fulfill its mission over land or sea should one engine fail. 

Ford engineers claim that on its maiden flight from the Ford Airport to 
Wight Field it outdistanced one of the latest Ford Transzo0rts, which speaks well 
for its speed. The supercharged engines will make it possible for the plane to 
attain unusual altitudes for a heavy Bombardment tyne of »vlane, thus, in case of 
emergency, putting it beyond the ranges of anti-aircraft machine guns. For pro- 
tection against attacking enemy airplanes, aside from the high speed of the 
plane, there are several machine guns so arranged that protection in all direc- 
tions is afforded. The plane will undergo complete flight and verformance test- 
ing.at the hands of the flight test pilots at Wright Field for the purpose of 
determining its suitability for military wurvoses. 


Car adds to Airship efficiency 


Among the developments of the Materiel Division qn exhibition during the 
dir Corps Maneuvers was a new type of enclosed car for use with small. non-rigid 
training airshizs. We are quite familiar with the types which hang beneath the 
envelope suspended by cables terninating in finger patches cemented to the out- 
side of the bag. 

The top of the new car is faired directly into the bottom of the envelope, 
80 that the car and the envelope azpear as a unit and no suspension is visible. 
This suspension, however, is the distinguishing feature of the new car. Cables 
extend through the bottom of the envelope into the interior and are secured 
to two fabric curtains, 80 feet long, esnecially designed to take the stresses 
imposed by the weight and drag of the car and the lifting gases, and which in 
turn are secured to the top of the envelope. The loading distribution on these 
curtains amounts to aonroximately 18 pounds per running foot, resulting in an 
*xesedingly high factor of safety. Since wind tunnel tests on airship models 
Por shown that the drag on the external rigging is about 15 percent of the 
otal drag, the placing of the suspension rigging on the interior of the envelope 


| will obviously reduce the drag and increase the efficiency of the airship. 


The car is neat in appearance, being generally contoured on a streamline 
oan Good visibility obtains through celluloid windows extending about three 
- 8. Two doors and two large windows provide parachute exits. Seating ar- 
—. accommodate two pilots and two passengers. It is powered by two 
a. age ead air-cooled engines, mounted on outriggers extending out from 
z side, A novel feature consists of a hinged platform near each outrigger, 
ch may be folded down from the car and upon which a mechanic may stand to 
Mrform any minor repairs to be made on the engine during flight. A landing 


W 
) heel has been incorporated to the rear of the car. With this arrangement, it is 
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thought that loads in excess of those usually carried in smell airships of this 
type can be handled, the dynamic lift being increased in the run across the 
ground in mach the same manner as it is with an airolane. 

Although no tests have yet been performed, it is estimated that a sneed of 
55 mn.h. will be obtained, due to the internal rigging arrangements and the 
refinements of its design. Fully equipped with controls, instruments, accesso. 
ries, and engines, the weight is anproximately 1400 »ounds. 

---000--— 


THE ROCKWELL AIR DEPOT 
By the News letter Corresnondent 


"Without the benefit of banquet speeches, the industry of San Diego which 
during the past year has taken a longer hop, sicip and jump than any, is the 
Depot Sugoly Denartment of the Rockwell Air Depot." 

The above quotation from a recent issue of a San Diego newsoaper briefly 
summarizes the greatly increased activity at the Rockwell Air Depot during the 
past year. As stated in the article above referred to, the title "Denot Sumly' 
may sound deadly to romance, and yet this business institution has fingers 
reaching to seven Western States, Hawaii and the Philippines. 

It has been stated that even Air Corvs officers are not fully cognizant of 
the vast amount of the stock on hand and the many ramifications in the operation 
of the Depot. This is true, and to correct the situation and fully to inform 
commissioned personnel..of this work, Lieut.-Colonel B.K. Yount, the Post Com- 
meander, recently ordered ell officers of this conmand to spend a half day maki 
a tour of inspection and study of the Engineering and Supply Departments of the 
Rockwell Air Depot. Captain C.P. Kane, the Devot Suoply Officer, and Lieut. 
B.M. Giles, the Post Engineering Officer, were detailed to act as guides and to 
exnlain the workings of the various organizations. After the tour, many of the 
younger officers expressed amazement at the extent of the business handled. 

' There is a saying that anything connected with the Army mst of necessity 
be bound up in "red tape; yet many executives of large business organizations 
on this coast have wurnosely visited the Rockwell Air Devot in order to study 
the method and manner of doing business there. For examole, apnroximately forty 
thousand items of property are stocked, valued at many millions of dollars. 
Nevertheless, in the past 18 months, the average time required to fill a requi- 
sition submitted to the Rockwell Air Denot has not: exceeded a day and a half, 
In other words, from the receipt of the requisitions, which in many cases are 
large and contain thousands of items, until the goods are placed on the cars, 

a day and a half is the total elapsed time which is necessary for the work, 
which includes editing, preparation of shipping tickets, distribution of ship- 
ping tickets, issue of stock from the storerooms, »acking and shipping. 

From the foregoing it is roadily apparent that the Air Corps suvply system 
is functioning in an efficient manner and compareble to that of many of the 
large and well organized civilian industries of this country. 

Military. Attachés of foreign governments, engaged on a world wide ins»ection 
trip of supply and engineering organizations, who recently visited the Rockwell 
Air Depot, stated that this organization was the equal, if not the sugerior, of 
any like plant they had seen. 

Higher military commanders are more and more realizing the im>ortance of 
supply, and this is especially true in the Air Corps. ‘he lack of a single small 
itém can very easily keep an airplane on the ground, and this is particularly 
true during maneuvers. One does not have to look very far back to realize the . 
great changes and improvements that have been effected within the Army Air Corps 
supply system and, when consideration is given to the huge and combined totals 
of business transacted throughout this service, it requires no stretch of the 









imagination to appreciate the fact that the Air Corps supply in itself really 
represents one of the big business enternrises of the country. 
~--000——= 


A Board of Air Corps officers recently convened at Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, to consider the future Pursuit program of the Air Corps. Officers making 
up the Board were Major Carl Spatz, Rockwell Field; Captain H.M. Elmendgrf, 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps; Major G.E. Brower and Lieut. J.S. {Griffith 
Selfridge Field; Capt. Frank O0'D. Hunter, Rockwell Field; Capt. J.K.. Cannon, - 


Doncen Field, and Lieut. A.A. Kessler, Wright Field; ie 
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FLOATING HARDWARE SHOP DISCOVERED IN HAWAIIAN WATERS 
By the News Letter Corresvondent 


The grey terror of Pearl Harbor is no more, his demise taking slace on 
famehameha Day. Mothers may now let their babes paddle in the blue waters of 
the harbor without the ever present fear that they are to form a delectable tid- 
pit for a shark's lunch. Yachtsmen may sail their fragile craft blithely around 
ford Island, conscious of the fact that the lurking shadow which was wont to cast 
a hungry eye and lick his chops at a varticularly toothsome morsel is no longer 
sliding under their gunwale or "gunnel"- or whatever they call it. 

The tales of this man-eating tiger of the seas, who has for the past three 
nonths made his home in the deep channels and dark caves of Pearl Harbor, are 
almost beyond belief - how he has savagely oStacked tug boats and launches, 
leaving deep gashed tooth marks on their stecl sides; how he has leaped clear of 
the water after low-flying airolanes like a trout after a fly; how he took a two 
foot bite out of the steel anchor chain of the Army tug and chased two frighten- 
ed Japanese fishermen clear into the Hwa Cane Fields. According to all reports, 
he was the most savage mau-eater that these waters has ever know. 

4A party of intrepid fliers from Imke Field, however, »roved more than a 
match for his ferocity and cunning. Armed with harnoons, steel cables, svears, 
machine guns, meat cleavers and pistols, the brave little band of hunters 
enbarked on the "Ohoyo Maru," loaned to them by Mrs. E.M. Adams of Honolulu,for 
the chase. Near the Fort Weaver dock the terror made his ax earance, circling 
the boat with a murderous leer on his cruel face. ‘To a fusillade of shots and 
a shower of harpoons, he aid not the slightest attention, disa»»,earing with a 
contemptous flick of his tail. On his second anpearance, however, a few minutes 
later and near the main channel, the aviators were more successful, as a harpoon, 
throm from the woper deck of the sampan by Lieut. Williamson, struck the tiger 
in the back and held, With three men hauling on the harpoon line, out he came 
charging directly on the saniopan with meshing teeth. He was met with a shower 
of bullets and another harpoon cast by Iieut. Davies and, after a terrific 
struggle, he succumbed, but only efter he had exhausted every effort to get at 
his pursuers. During the struggle he ferociously snapped at Lieut. Williamson 
who was handling a geff, cutting off the two-inch oak pole of the gaff as though 
it were a straw and taking with it the end of one of Lieut. Williamson's fingers 
of his right hand, the only casualty sustained by the brave fliers. There is | 
sme talk of awarding the Lieuiexent a wound stripe for bravery and for great 
presence of mind in jerking hic hand away in time to save his entire arm. 

On being towed to Iukce Field, the terror was found to be of the tiger 
variety, about ten feet long, weighing in the neighvorhood of 300 pounds. On 
being opened his stomach was found to contain the following varied articles of 
diet: one hind leg of a mle; two bathing suits, nearly digested; soldier's belt 
uckle and a pint of suspender and coat buttons; two horse shoes; one corner of 
a wooden soap box; one length of anchor chain (from Tug "Stanley Cochrane"); two 
mall boat anchors; ten »ounds of assorted bolts, nails and copper fittings, pre- 
sumably from some wreck. 

~=~000~-— 


ENGINEERING STUDENTS MAKE EXTENDED AIR TOUR 


The last week in May and the first in June, students of the Air Cor2s in- 
gineering School at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, spent their time in the Flying 
Branch for practical instructions in the flight testing of military airplanes, 
the theory and commtations for which they had already workéd gut in class. Fah 
student had assigned for his use an available airplane which he wut through com- 
plete flight and performance tests, drawing uy the necessary reports and »er- 
formance charts for each stage of the operation. 

On June 6th, the class took off in nine airplanes, under the direction of 
Capt. Grandison Gardner, Assistant Cormmendant of the School, and accompanied by 
Ad. Roche, airplane designer, for a tour of inspection and for the purpose of 
Visiting various airplane, engine, and accessory manufacturing plants and observ~ 
ing the construction of airplanes from the ground up. ‘he flying tour included 
langley Field; Bolling Field; Ealtimore; Edgewood Arsenal, Md.; Philadelphia; 
tristol, Pa.; Hasbrouck Heights, N.J.: Mitchel Field, Hartford, Conn.; Schenecta- 
dy, N.¥.; Rochester and Buffalo, N.Y.; Pittsburgh, Canton, Cleveland and Akron. 
the class is the largest in aeronautical engineering which was ever graduated by 
the School, consisting of sixteen students. 
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NEW OFFICERS' QUARTERS AT SELFRIDGE FIELD COMPLETED 


Construction has been commenced at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich.,on 
the new Headquarters Building, hangars, etc., and everyone on the post is eager. 
ly looking forward to the not far distant future when the last of the old war 
time buildings will be no more. ‘The new officers! quarters are already occupied, 
and work is going on apace in planting laws, shrubbery, trees, etc., in an ef. 
fort to beautify the surroundings. 


---000--— 
PURSUITERS IN HAWAII PARTICIPATS IN A TACTICAL EXERCISE 


The 18th Pursuit Grow», stationed at Wheeler Field, T.H., narticinated in a 
three-day tactical exercise, centering around Mani, on May 19th, 20th and 2lsi, 
which was directed by the Wing Commander, Lieut.-Colonel Gerald C. Brant. First 
Lieut. Rex K. Stoner led the flizht from Wheeler Field. ‘The first day an attack 
was made on Wailuku, Maui, where a base was established after the opposing 
forces had presumably been destroyed. ‘The second day, the attack squadron at~. 
tempted to slip through the sursuit vatrols and attack and destroy Hilo, Hawaii, 
On the return trip the next day, an attempt was made to pass the observation 
patrols around the Island of Oalw and destroy Pearl Harbor. ‘The officers and 
men engaged in these maneuvers revort that the hospitality of Maui is unexcelled, 

~--000-~= 


FIRST PURSUIT GROUP STAGES DEMONSTRATION FOR C.M.T.C. CAMP ° 


The First Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., consisting of three 
squadrons, 12 planes each, and two Transvorts, carrying 16 enlisted men, made a 
tactical flight to Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana, on June 24th, for the purpose 
of flying a demonstration for the C.M.1.C. Cam being conducted at that post. 

In the evening, the officers at Fort Benjamin Harrison and the Indianapolis 
Board of Commerce acted as joint hosts to the officers of the Group at a banquet, 
followed by a dance. A good time was had by all, and the Group returned to 
Selfridge Field the following day. er 7 

---000--~ 


SCOTT FIELD PIGEONS CARRY OFF HIGH HONORS 


Homing pigeons from the Scott Field loft made a very good showing in the 
race from Chattanooga, Tenn., which was started July 18th. This race was ap- 
proximately 349 miles, and nearly 3,000 birds were entered from various parts of 
the country, including about 60 from the St. Louis area. A St. Louis bird fin- 
ished first in the district, averaging 656.94 yards per minute, being closely 
followed by four birds from the Scott Field loft which won second, third, fourth 
and fifth places in the district. While the shoving of the Scott Field birds 
was comparatively good, the syeed made was much below that made in the same race 
last year. This difference was due to bad storms over the course with a strong 
wind against the birds from this district. 


---000--= 


Cam) Claudio Field, a stone's throw from Nichols Field, P.I., was the scene 
of an umsual and interesting occurrence recently, when Mr. R. Massier, civilian 
inspector of the Motor Overhaul Department of the Philipvine Air Depot, made his 
first solo flight and the first flight of the ship built by himself and Corporal 
Slinkard of the 66th Service Squadron. ‘The ‘ship, built completely except for 
accessories by these two men, is a small high-wing monoplane, metal fuselage, 
powered with a 35 h.p. Anzani motor. It is very trim looking and has good per 
formance, 

_ Mr. Messier's training as a »ilot consists of eight hours! dual instruc- 
tion in 1927, He has made a total of four flights of about fifteen mimtes each 
in his ship up to this writing. He was formerly a member of the 65th Squadron 
in Hawaii and later of the 66th Squadron at Nichols- Field, where he purchased 
his discharge to become a civilian engine inspector. 
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THE HIGH GRIP WITH A TARGET PISTOL 
By Lieut. J. L. Hitchings, Air Corps 
(The 9th Article of this Series) 


Again the reader is reminded of the fundamental tenet in the accepted doc- 
trine of pistol shooting: THE HUMAN BODY MOST NEARLY APPROACHES A MACHINE REST 
WHEN THE BONES AND MUSCLES USED ARE LOCKED WITHOUT STRAIN. ‘This principle, as 
ye have seen, explains why exerts believe that. the wrist should be drooped un- 
til it comes to a natural ston. 

Now if we are to droon the wrist without pointing the barrel down, we must 
place our hand high on the stock; and this position we find to have the further 
advantage that local unintentional pressures on various parts of the hand pro- 
duce less deviation of the muzzle than would be caused with a lower grip. for 
these reasons it has become a firm tenet of the Soringfield doctrine that THE 
HAND SHOULD BE PLACED. AS HIGH ON THE PISTOL STOCK AS POSSIBLE. ; 

Thus we have determined a definite limiting position for the hand, which 
may be defined as follows: WHEN THE PISTOL IS PLACED IN THE HAND IN LINE WITH 
ME ARM, THE PALM BEING HELD VERTICAL, THE HAND IS MOVED UP ON THE STOCK UNTIL, 
BY DROOPING THE WRIST, THE BARREL FALLS NATURALLY INTO A HORIZONTAL POSITION. 

Now let us consider in detail the various parts of the hand and define 
limiting positions for them also. Just as the two feet form the fundamental 
bases On which the body is balanced, so the second finger forms the immediate 
support for the pistol on which it rests. 

.. WHEN THE PISTOL IS PLACED AGAINST THE PALM, THE PALM BEING HELD VERTICAL 
AND AT THE CORRECT HEIGHT ON THE STOCK, ALLOW THE WEIGHT OF THE BARRED TO FALL 
NATURALLY ON THE SECOND FINGER. 

The H. and R. single shot pistol is designed to make this position natural, 
having a block provided behind the trigger guard which rests naturally upon the 
second finger. The Stoeger 762 and most foreign target pistols have syurs on 
the trigger guard which serve the same wuroose. The Colt Camp Perry, however, 
and both the Colt and the Smith and Wesson revolvers are recessed upward behind 
the trigger guard; blocks for them should be improvised of wood or plastic wood, 
to make the weight of the barrel fall naturally on the second finger. 

The trigger finger should be slid forward against the right side of the 
trigger until it is slightly stretched. To accomplish this, HAVING SET THE 
PISTOL IN THE HAND BY THE FOREGOING RULES, RAISE THE MUZZLE; THEN SLIDE THE 
TRIGGER FINGER IN AS FAR AS IT WILL GO EASILY; IF ITS POSITION IS CORRECT, THE 
TRIGGER FINGER WILL, WHEN THE MUZZLE IS LOWERED TO THE HORIZONTAL, EXERT A 
PRESSURE TO THE LEFT ON THE TRIGGER AND WILL TAKE AN APPRECIABLE PART OF THE 
WEIGHT OF THE BARREL OFF THE SECOND FINGER. ‘The amount of pressure to the 
left should be such that if the thumb and the lower fingers are allowed to swing 
free, the trigger finger, by its pressure to the left, will hold the stock 
lightly against the nalm and prevent’ it from slipping out of the palm. 

THE THUMB, CARRIED HIGH, SHOULD RE EXTENDED IN LINE WITH THE BARREL; IT 
SHOULD PRESS TO THE RIGHT WITH THE SAME PRESSURE EXERTED TO THE LEFT BY THE 
TRIGGER FINGER. In practice, the thumb is usually extended along the top of the 
frame, lightly touching the left side of the hammer. 

The lower fingers should be wrapped loosely around the stock, their only 


function being, by a light inward pressure of the finger tips, to help keep the 
érip from slipping out of the palm. Unintentional tightening of the lower fin- 


gers, it may be added, invariably cause erratic shooting. 

Lieut. Pickrell, of Canada, who in 1930 tied the American record of 530 out 
of 600 in Match I, shoots with his lower fingers comletely free of the stock, to 
make sure that he does not unintentionally tighten them. It is, however, believed 
better practice to wrap them loosely around the stock. 

In applying these rules, as in anlying those of vosition, strive for uni- 
formity. It has been erroneously inferred from the excellent spark photographs 
of Captain Quayle that tension of grip has little effect on the recoil of a 
Pistol. ‘That this inference is misleading ‘should be ayoarent from the fact that 
& perceptible change in the wovard kick of the muzzle, due to tightened grip, is 
present even in the photographs, and from the fact that an imperceptible change 
would make en enormous difference in the location of the shot. ‘That any change 
in the position or tension of the various parts of the hand will affect the loca~ 
tion of the shot, even with the same apparent aim, no one who has done target 
Work will doubt. sue ; 

In striving for uniformity, notice which parts of your hand the various 
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parts of the gun come in contact with. For examale, note which part of your 
trigger finger the trigger strikes when the gun is gripped correctly. It doesn; 
matter in the least which part of your trigger finger it is that meets the trig 
ger, as long as you follow the rules given in the preceding discussion; in fact, 
you will use different narts of your trigger finger later on different makes of 
pistols; but if you know which part .. it is for the gun you are working on, yu 
will more readily obtain a uniform grip. Yressure exerted by various parts of 

the hand during the trigger squeeze will be discussed in the next article. 

~~ 000-~— 


AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC ACTIVITIES OF THE FIFTH PHOTO SECTION 


The 5th Photo Section, stationed at Scott Field, I11., recently completed 
photographing an area of 240 square miles in the vicinity of Chicago, Tll.; 
Gary, Indiana, and territory contiguous thereto, know as the Calumet Area, for 
the District Engineer, lst Chicago District, Chicago, 111. 

The prints were laid down in the form of a controlled mosaic, copied, and 
two orints of each copy delivered to the District Ingineer. The Section is now 
at work completing two mosaics of this area, one mounted on vehisote board and 
one on beaver board. 

In addition to the mosaics, oblique photographs were made of industries on. 
the banks of the Little Calumet River, the Grand Calumet River and the Sag Canal, F 
all of which overlap, giving a general idea of the »ossibility of desirable lo- 
cations along these inland waterways. ‘The 5th Photo Section also made a mosaic 
of Camp Williams, Wisconsin, this mosaic being laid by control for the U.S. 
Engineers, the Adjutant General of the State of Wismsin and the Militia Burea, 
This area, comprising 87.70 square miles, was copied and six prints of each 
copy were furnished the Adjutant General of the State of Wisconsin and two 
copies of mounted prints to the Militia Bureau, Washington, D.C. ‘The controlled 
mosaic is now ready for delivery to the Adjutant General of the State of 
Wisconsin. 

Lieut. Woolard and Master Sergeant Rhodes are now engaged in making a 
mosaic of territory surrounding and including Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 
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AERIAL GUNNERY IN NORTHERN MICHIGAN 


Immediately upon returning from the Air Corps Maneuvers, the lst Pursuit 
Group, Selfridge Field, Mich,, established:the yearly Aerial Gunnery Camp at ae 
Oscoda, Mich. According to the News Letter Correspondent, things are now work : 
ing smoothly, and the boys are plunking the rounds into the bullseye - some- ~ | 
times. Considerable bad weather has been experienced so far, and scores have — 
not been as phenomenal as are hoved for later in the season. 

The 15th Observation Squadron from Scott Field, Ill., has also been firing 
at Oscoda in conjunction with the Selfridge Field pilots. or ae 

=—=—000~-= 


GENERAL MacARTHUR COMMENDS KELLY FIELD FLYERS 





General Douglas MacArthur, Chief of Staff of the Army, has added his com - 
mendation to that of other high ranking Army officials to the Kelly Field organ 
zations which took part in the recent Air Corps Maneuvers. In a-letter received f 
by Major Frederick L. Martin, Commandant of the Advanced Flying School, Kelly — 
Field, General MacArthur states: . { 

"I desire to es ecially commend you and all officers, cadets and enlisted 
men of your station who participated.in the 1931 Air Corvs exercises for the 
highly efficient manser in which they carried out all duties assigned to them Jf 

The loyal cnd -crompt cooperation. of all members of the units from your sta- 
tion in the mainteas.ce of ground and air discipline contributed greatly to the 
establishment -_ u-..cord for safe operation of such a large number of aircraft 
Which, I predict, will never be surpassed. oa 

The efficient manner in which the organization from the Advanced Flying 
School conducted themselves and the high state of training and morale exhibited : 
Was gratifying and justifies the maintenance of the vresent standards at the Sit 
Corps Training Center." 7 ag ‘ 

Letters, substantially as above, were sont by General MacArthur to all 
Air Corps organizations participating in the Maneuvers. 
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GRADUATION OF ENGINEERING SCHOOL STUDENTS 


Commencement exercises for student officers of the Air Corvs Ingineering 
School, Wright Field, were held in the Auditorium at 11:30 a.m. on June 30th, 
with Wright Field officers, civilian emoloyees, families of graduating officers 
and guests in attendance. On the platform, besides the student officers, were 
seated Brigadier-General H.C. Pratt, Chief of the Materiel Division and Conman- 
dant of the School; Major-General Dennis HE. Nolan, Commanding General of the 
Fifth Corps Area; Major-General Frank Parker, Commandins General of the Sixth 
Corps Area; and members of the Academic Board, consisting of Majors C.W. Howard, 
Chief of Engineering; 0. P. Echols, Chief of Procurement; F.H. Coleman, Chief of 
Field Service Section; and Captain Grandison Gardner, Assistant Commandant of 
the School. 

General Pratt, who presided, made the onening address and thanked the 
students and all the Division for the success of the School. He introduced 
General Parker, who made the address of the day, speaking of the great need of 
cooperation between the different branches of the Army, such as the Infantry, 
Cavalry, Air Corps, etc., so that in time of emergency each might have a »roper 
knowledge and resvect for the duties of the others. 

General Nolan presented the diplomas to the graduates. lIuncheon was served 
after the close of the exercises for the graduates, their wives, the visiting 
generals and the Academic Board. 

The graduating officers were Captains Leland C. Hurd, M.E. McHugo, 0.0. 
Niergarth, Lieuts. H.K. Baisley, B.W. Chidlaw, A.R. Crawford, J.L. Davidson, 
Courtland Johnson, E.C. Langmead, R.J: Minty, E.M. Powers, C. S. Thorpe, R.L. 
Williamson, K.B. Wolfe, F.E. Glantzberg and C.A. Ross. 

; ~-=000——— 


LUKE FIELD PERSONNEL ENGAGE IN TACTICAL PROHLEMS 


The Fifth Composite Group, stationed at Iuke Field, T.H., recently sent a 
flight of eight Bombers, six 0-19's and two Sikorsky amphibian planes to the 
Island of Kauai on a tactical training mission. itt. 

On the return of the above flight to Iuke Field two days later, their nrob-' 
lem was to attack the air forces at Wheeler Field. ‘The remaining aircraft of 
the 4th, 50th and 72nd Squadrons at Inke Field formed an observation screen 
around the Island of Oahu, the problem being to intercept the enemy and give out 
their positions to Wheeler Field through the medium of radio. ‘The weather 
favored the attacking forces and they ap roached the Island of Oahu unobserved, 
appearing suddenly from the clouds and staging a surprise attack against Wheeler 
Field. All the Wheeler Field vldnes were on the airdrome when the "enemy" 
appeared, but the 18th Pursuit Group were able to clear the airdrome and escape 
the bombardment, getting off in less than a minute and a half after the alarm 
was sounded, The 26th Attack Squadron, however, were not able to clear and 
would have incurred severe losses. | 

4 similar problem was repeated nearly three weeks later, the enemy being 
represented by eighteen Pursuit, nine Attack, four LB~6 and four Observation 
planes. These planes simulated an attack on the Island of Oahu from the Island 
of Maui. This time the defense was more successful. ‘The enemy was sighted be- 
fore he reached the mid-channel, desnite low visibility, and radio messages of 
the presence and position of the enemy were in Headquarters long before the 
attaccing force reached the Island of Oahu. 

--~000--— 


The Detroit Board of Commerce extended a welcome to the officers of the lst 
Pursuit Group on the return from the Maneuvers by giving a banquet on Saturday, 
June 17th, at the Detroit: Athletic Club, all officers of Selfridge Field attend- 
ing. A new wrinkle, show for the first time at a dinner of this sort and with 
very gratifying results, proceeded as follows: Every time a speaker would get 
Up to make an oratorical effort, the entertainer seated close by for this par- | 
ticular purpose would burst forth with a blare of msic, song and dance and drown: 
out the would be speaker. This system worked out very satisfactorily - at any ~~ 
Tate to all the listeners, and the News Letter Corresvondent strongly recommends. 
it for any future banquets to reduce the Hot Air Flow around, past and through 
long suffering Air Corps spare parts (pilots). | ae ra * 
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RADIO JOTTINGS 


ee ad “During the month of June, Lieuts. Griffith ana 

% 13%, ie Jacobs, of the lst Pursuit Groun, Selfridge Field, 

‘ ary Mich., spent’a week at Camden, N.J., for the »urnose 
“of experimenting with various types of radio installa. 
tion at the R.C.A. - Victor works. Much interest was 
shown by the engineers of the above organization in 
. the problems surrounding the installation of radio in 
SS. Fenn bess Kiontpe Pursuit planes. The set used was an ultra~short vave 
ar ae ap TF type (4; to 7 meters), and exoeriments were made with 
“yaridas t¥pes of antenna and locations for the set. ‘The dream of all Pursuit 
pilots who are interested in radio is the millennium when a complete transmitting 
and broadcasting set will be built which can be fitted in the watch »vocket and 
will always work.. According to the lads who lmow, that time may not be so far 
off either, : 

Lieut. Lowry has just returned from the Commnications School at Chanute 
Field and has taken over the duties of Group Communications Officer. 
---000--= 

., ., Brigadier General Benjamin D. Foulois, Assistant Chief of the Air Corps, 
..din a recent commnication to Mr. Hiram Percy Maxim, President of the American 
Radio Relay League, expressed his aypreciation of the assistance rendered by 

. this organization in maintain conmmnication while the lst Provisional Air 
. Division was in the New Wngland Area during the course of the Air Corps 
Maneuvers. In this commnication, General Foulois quoted from a report made 

to him by the Division Signal Officer concerning the work of the members of the 
League, viz: Hao cdi 

"Since the War Department system does not include radio stations at Hartford, 

Springfield, Boston and Alhany, the Signal Officer of the lst Corns Area arranged 
for a high fremency on-teur. radio net between these points. ‘The personnel (mem 
bers of the A.R.Y.L.) at thase laces volunteersd. for this duty. They were on 
duty when the Division arrived and maintained a twenty-four hour schedule for the 
full period of the maneuvers in this Corps Area. The radio service was excellent 
thruout. They became a part of the Division Communications System and functioned 
perfectly from the time. of the arrival of the Division. Particular notice should 
be taken of this factor. It shows that the A.R.R.L. forms a tremendous radio 
reserve for emergency use." 7 

, Mr. Maxim, in reply, stated that it was gratifying to lmow that the work 
of the League was of some help. "We amateurs," he stated, "delight in an opyor- 
tunity fo supbly communication in emergencies, and the recent maneuvers partook 
of an emergency at least in so far as training is concerned. " 

~-~000--= 
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PLANE BURNS IN THE AIR 


While stalled at the top of a loop, an 0-25 airplane, piloted by Lieut. LH. 
Douthit at Chamte Field, Rantoul, I11., burst into flames when the engine back 
fired thru the carburetor, blowing burning gasoline over the »vilot, passenger and 
fuselage of the ship, Just as the occupants prerared to lean from the burning 
plane, the air blast from the propeller wash blew the fire out. | Takirig advantage 
of the unexpected change, Lieut. Douthit, although barely able to usé-his badly 
burned hands and feet, climbed back into the cockpit and piloted the*plane back 
to Chamte Field, landing safely with his passenger, Private M.B. Sikes. ‘They 
were inmediately rushed to the Post Hospital where they were treated for ugly 
burns about the face, hands and feet. 

Lieut. Dothit had been at Chanute Field only two days, having reported from 
Brooks Field as a student in the Maintenance Engineering Class at the Air Corps 
Technical School. 

we 000mm | 


All officers.and enlisted men of the Air Corps in the Hawaiian Devartment 
are to undergo tests to ascertain their »roficiency in swimming. Due to the fact 
that the majority of flying operations are conducted over water, station command- 
ers ‘have been instructed to require all flying personnel to be proficient in 
swimting. "This is no disparagement of our equipment which is good and denend- 
able," says the News Letter Corresvondent, "but merely an additional safety factor 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFSCTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


CHANGES OF STATION: To Air Corps Tacticel School, Maxwell Field, Ala.: lst 
tieut. Caleb V. Haynes, Instr. Washington National Cuard, Syokane, Wash.; Capt. 
wy H. Gale, Mitchel Field; Cart. Edward W. Raley, Brooks Field; 1st Lieut. James 
7, Adams, Langley Field; lst Lieut. George C. McDonald, Langley Field (for duty 
on Staff and Faculty). — ie a A 

To Air Corps Trainins Center, Duumn Meld, Texas: Cantain Thomas R. Voss, 
thamte Field; 2nd Lieut. Jom G. Fowler, Scott Field; lst Lieut. Paul H. - 
prentiss, 2nd Lieut. Mark K. Lewis,Jr., Mitchel Field; 2nd Lieuts. Herbert L. 
grills, William L. Lee, William EH. Maverick and Hugh A. Parker, Fort Crockett; 
Dudley D. Hale and Edwin b. Tucker, Langley Field; William M. Morgan, Ralph C. 
Rudy and Edward EH. Underhill, Selfridge Field. ue, ioe 

To March Field, Calif.: 2nd Iieuts. Sanmel R. Brentnall, John P. Kenny, Yn. 
g, Tumner and Lloyd H. Watnee, Rockwell Field; Trenholm J. Meyer, Crissy Field. 

2 Teneley Field, Va. Cantain Lester 1. Miller (Previous orders in his case 
revoked) 5 ' . ee. Saar 

To Chanute Field, Ill.: 1st Lieut. Courtland M. Brow (orders assigning him 
to Scott Field revoked); 2nd Lieut. Morley F.:Slaght, Selfridge Field (for duty 
as student, Aircraft Armament Course at Technical School); 2nd Lieut. Artiur F. 
Yerewether, Mitchel Field (for duty as student, Maintenance Engineering Course). 

To Rockwell Field, Calif.; Captain H.M. McClelland, Office of the Chief of 
the Air Corps. | Bon «5 | 

To Havaiian Denartment, sailing about Oct. 14th: 1st Lieuts. Robert C. 
Qliver, Kelly Field; Charles G. Brenneman, March Field. | 

To Baltimore, Md.: Capt. Richard H. Ballard, from duty as student , Command 
and General, Staff School, Ft. Leavenworth, as Air Officer, Srd Corns Area. 

To Fort Brage, N.C.: lst Lieut. John G. Salsman, Primary Flying School, 
larch Field, to 2nd Balloon Company. : | 

To Office of the Chief of the Air Corps: lst Lieut. Edward E. Hildreth, 
University of Illinois, Urbana, I11l. . | 

To Primary Flying School, Zrooks Field, Tex:: Capt. Warner B. Gates, San 
Antonio Air Depot, for duty as student; Captain Wm B. Mayer, Fort Sam Houston. 

To Cambridge, Mass., for duty as students at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology: 2nd Lieuts. Alfred A. Kessler, Jr., Wright Field; Carl.F. Theisen, 
Selfridge Field. pie ae 

fo Primary Flying School, March Field, Calif.: end Lieut. Tom W. Scott, 
Rockwell Field. : 

DETAILED TO THE AIR CORPS, end to Primary Flying School, Brooks Fielc, for 
training; Major Oscar W. Griswold, Infantry (General Staff). 

RELIEVED FROM DETAIL TO THE AIR CORPS; 2nd Lieut. Robert H. Booth to Field 
Artillery, 2né Div., Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

PROMOTIONS: To Major: Cantain Charles T. Phillips, rank July 1, 1951; 

To Cantain; 1st Licsuts. Merrill D. Mamn, Albert C. Foulk, Edward V. Harbeck,Jr., 
rank from July 1, 1931; Edward EH. Hildreth, rank from July 5, 1931; To 1st 
licut.: 2nd Lieuts. Milton M. Murphy, rani June 24th; James G. Pratt, June 21st; 
lee Q. Wasser, June 28th; Otto Wienecke, June 30th; Benj. T. Starkey, July 1st; 












































Frank G, Irvin, July 4th; George V. Holloman, July 5th. 
---000-—— 


AIR CORPS ENLISTED MEN RECEIVE SOLDIER'S MEDAL 


Privates John B. Smith and Herbert E. Thommson, members of oP aacncbucineng 
Squadron, ‘Third Attack Groun, Fort Crockett, Texas, were on July lst »resented 
mith the Soldier's Medal by Major Davenport Johnson, while the entire Group, as- 
Sembled on the parade ground for the occasion, stood at attention. After the 
presentation, the Group passed in review before Major Johnson; his aide, Lieut. 
DW. Jenkins, and Privates Smith and Thomson. | 

The honors conferred on these men came as the result of their heroism on 
7 morning of Jamary 27, 1931, when they rescued Lieut. Charles W. Causey, JR's 
Tom his burning airslane. a 

‘The details incident to the heroic conduct of these two enlisted men were 
wublished in a'nrevious issue of the News Letter, | | 


Lieut, Causey, pilot of the plane, suffered minor injuries. Lieut: Skeldon, 
messenger, was thrown some distance from the plane when it crashed, and suffered 
aie injuries, He is at vresent with his parents in Toledo, 0., but is expect- 
tent. return to the Fort Sam.Houston Hospital for further observation and treat~ 
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Y GENERAL FOULOIS SEZLECTHD AS NEXT AIR CORPS CHIEF 
regi 
The recent accouncement by the War Devartment of the anpointment of 
Brigadier-General Benjamin D. Foulois as Chief of the Air Corps, with the rank earl) 
of MajormGeneral, to take effect December 20th next, upon the expiration of B ordez 
the four-year tenure of that office by lmjor-General James E. Fechet, was re- cate. 
ceived with gratification by Air Corps personnel. It is fitting that this sites 
pioneer Army aviator should be honored with the highest office existent in the Serv: 
branch of the service with which he has been so long affiliated. : the 
The distinguished service of General Foulois is well known to Air Corps our | 
personnel in gerieral. Born at Washington Depot, Connecticut, on December 9,'° valu 
1879, the Army's first aviator enlisted in the Volunteer forces and served as the : 
a noncommissioned officer in the Spanish-American War. He was Corporal and 
Sergeant of Company G, lst U.S. Engineers, from July 7, 1898, to January 25, of + 
1899, and served through all grades from Private to. First Sergeant in Company Chie: 
G, 19th Infantry, from June 17, 1899, to July 8, 1901. While serving as a Berl 
noncommissioned officer against the Filipinos, he was commissioned a end Lieut, of t 
of Infantry, February 2, 1901. July 


After attendance at the Army Signal School at Fort Leavenworth in 1906,he offi 


served in Cuba with the Army of Pacification,.and in connection with this duty July 
completed an 1800-square-mile section of the Progressive Military Map of Cuba, Cort 
which brought him the conmendation of the-War Department. Detailed in the for 
Signal Corps Avril 30, 1908, General Foulois, in 1908, operated the first pres 


dirigible balloon yurchased by the U.S. Government. The following year he was 
selected to take flying instruction from the Wright Brothers on the first plane 
owned by the U.S. Government. As Observer for Orville Wright, he varticipated 
in the first cross-country flight made in America. They traveled ten miles, 
averaging 42 miles an hour, and by flying at an altitude of 600 feet thereby 


established three world's records for distance, speed and altitude. dur’ 
The year of 1910 was spent at Sen Antonio, where General Foulois, then.a fea 

lst Lieutenant, Signal Corps, flew Army Airzlane No. 1 during the intervals Ane: 

when his eight enlisted men were not. renairing it from its frequent crashes, 

During these experimental flights wheels came into use, replacing the skids Gen 

and monorails, and the safety belt became standard equipment. . The $150. appro- the 


priated by the Goverument for the development of aviation was expended early in 
the year, but the flights were continued by General Foulois spending $300 of 
his modest pay to meet the. deficit. : 

Not only was General Foulois a pioneer in aviation, but also in radio in 
flight operations, for in 1911 he adopted radio to airslane uses, receiving 











messages up to 18 miles. While patrolling the Mexican Border, using @ more for 
modern plane, he made a record=breaking flight along the Rio Grande to Eagle © whi 
Pass, Texas. ae 

In the summer of 1912, he supplied the "eyes" of the "Red" Forces in the Ere 
Connecticut National Guard Maneuvers of that year arid turned the tide in the - Pu 
battle by a lucky reconnaissance. In 1915, the Aviation Section of the Signal Sat 
Corps had growm to inmosing provortions, and the General, commanding the First tat 
Aero Squadron, was coordinating artillery fire with airzlane.reconnaissande 4t phe 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma. - 

Airplanes were beginning to be talten seriously when General Foulois moved Mi 
his command by air from Fort Sill to their new station at San Antonio. ‘The eh 
eight airplanes covered 550 miles in five days without. accident or delay. Sc 
Still commanding the First Aero Squadron, he joined the Mexican Punitive Expedi- 0h 
tion with his organization in March, 1916, often serving as personal: airplane on 
courier for General John J. Pershing. In spite of unsuitable equi:ment, avie-~ lo 
tion proved its worth in actual field service, and General Pershing gave it a 0b 
Ereat impetus in military circles by remarking that during the operations in ” 
Mexico one airplane had been worth a regiment of Cavalry to him. 

: Atter drawing up the plans of orgenization for the Air Service at the _ te 
beginning of the World War and drafting the first azprovriation bills, he sailed ‘ 
for France as Chief of Air Service of the A.E.F. and with a small detachment of. ’ 
officers and enlisted men laid the grovund-work for the A.E.F. Air Service. In C 
1918 he »versonally led the first all American Squadron of American planes and . 
American pilots over the German lines. . ) : 





In Warch, 1918, General Foulois became Chief of Air Service of the First. 
Arny, AEF, and was on duty at the Front. He served on numerous commissions, 
including the Supreme War Council. In addition to being cited for "Extraordi- 
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nary Meritorious and Cons.icuous Service with the Air Service, A.E.F.," he was 
awarded the Distinguished Service Medel and was made Commander in the French 
legion of Honor. His Distinguished Service Medal citation follows: 

"As Chief of Air Service of the American Exneditionary Forces during the 
early organization period, he displayed great ability and untiring energy in 
order to place that service on a firm and efficient basis. He conducted intri- 
cate negotiations with the French for the procurement of aircraft material, of 
sites for Air Service installations and of schools of instruction for the Air 
Service personnel, Similar negotiations were made by him with the English for 
the assembly of night bombing planes for our Air Service and for instruction of 
our personnel in Mnglish shops and in English aerodromes. Later he rendered 
valuable assistance in connection with maintenance of Air Service squadrons at 
the front." 

After the World War, General Foulois was Chief of the Liquidation Division 
of the Air Service and Director of Aircraft Production in the Office of the 
thief of Air Service. He served as Air Attache to the American Embassy in 
Kerlin from 1920 to 1924. On December 7, 1927, he was apovinied Assistant Chief 
of the Air Corps with the rank of Brigadier General. Frou December, 1927,until 
july, 1929, he was in charge of the Training and Operaticns Division of the 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, War Department, Washington, D.C. From 
july, 1929, to July, 1930, he was Chief of the Materiel Division of the Air 
Corps, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, following which he returned to Washington 
for duty as Chief of the Plans‘Division, Office Chief of the Air Corps, his 
present position. 

General Foulois is a graduate of the following Service Schools: 

Infantry and Cavalry School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 1906; 

Army Signal School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 1908; 

Command and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 1925. 

Last May, General Foulois' commanded the First Provisional Air Division 
during the Maneuvers in the Middle West and the East Coast, these Maneuvers 
featuring the largest concentration of Airplanes in the air in the history of 
dnerican aviation. 

It goes without saying that the Air Corps personnel heartily congratulate 
General Foulois on his well merited »romotion and wish him every success as 
their future "Boss." 
me OD Om ma 


ATR DEMONSTRATION FOR C.M.T.C. ENCAMPMENT 


On June 24th, Schoen Field was the scene of the first Air Demonstration 
for the benefit of the C.M.T.C. encampment at Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana, 
which comprises 1500 students formed into a regiment, plus one signal platoon. 

Thirty-four Pel2 airplanes, commanded by Major G.E. Brower, with 12 ships 
from the: 17th Pursuit Squadron, commanded by Cant. Hoyt; 12 from the 27th 
Pursuit Squadron, commanded by Cantain Blessley, and 9 from the 94th Pursuit 
Squadron, commanded by Lieut. Johnson, comprised the Selfridge Field represen~ 
tation, suprlemented by two Transports from that field with 14 enlisted men, 
piloted by Lieuts. Griffith and McCormick. 

Wright Field was represented by three vlanes, an Ae3, piloted by Lieut. 
Minty, a Transport, piloted by Lieut. Thorpe, and an 0-25 (name of pilot not 
given). Two airplanes (02~H) from Imnken Field, Cincinnati, were flown to 
Schoen Field by Major Outcalt and Capt. Colgan, while Norton Field, Columbus, 
Ohio, was represented by Major H.C, Kress Muhlenberg, Lieuts. A.R. McConnell 
and Rummage, who piloted O2-H's. Captain Galloway came in from Bowman Field, 
louisville, Ky. in an 02=H, while Major Taylor, Commanding Officer of the 113th 
oe dagag Squadron, Indiana National Guard, arrived in an 0-17 to add to the 
ssembly. 

The Air Demonstration included formation flying, an attack problem, a grand 
Teview and close formation worl: by the Pursuiters. 

Social activities included a dinner for the visiting pilots by the Chamber 
of Commerce and a Dance given by the Reserve Squadron from Schoen “Field. 

Colonel H.D. Selton, Commanding Officer, llth Infantry, and Director of the 
C.M.T.C. Camp, expressed himself as extremely pleased with the training results 
Obtained, and that he will recommend an air demonstration as a regular part of 
the C.M.1.C. Camp at Fort Benjamin Harrison in all future encampments. 
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Hars. 18th Composite Wine, A. Gey Tinh ti Lan Dept., June 9th: 





Under the Five-Year Program, the Pursuit Group at Wheeler Field will haye 
two moré Pursuit Squadrons, but it is not expected these will be added until 
next Spring when the new barracks are completed. 

On Memorial Day, May 30th, a flight of three 0-19 airplanes was furnished 

to fly over the War Memorial Natatorium for the purpose of dropping leis in 
memory of the war dead, 

Authority was granted to conduct a tactical exercise in which three 2,000 
lb, bombs and six 600 1b. bombs will be dropped, The purpose of this exercise 
will be to familiarize tho, Bombardment personnel of this department with the 
different types of Demolition Bombs and the effectiveness of same. These bombs 
will be dropped at a target so located as to enable all officers of the varios 
services in the Hawaiian Department to witness the demonstration, 

The cargo of the transport "Kenowis" which arrived in this department May 
3lst included four of the long-awaited B-54 ‘bombers. These airplanes are man- 
ufactured by the Keystone Aircraft Company for the Air Corps and are powered 
with two Wright. "Cyclone" R-1750-E engines. Two more of the thirteen B-5A's 
scheduled to arrive shortly, will .bé assigned to Luke Field. ; 








Iuke Field, T.H. 


Flying for the month consisted of liaison missions with. the Hawaiian Divi- 
sion at Schofield Barracks; acrial gunnery, photography, blind flying, formatio, 
flying, cross-country flying and aerial navigation. 

Lieut. D.D. Fitzgerald, who has been undergoing treatment at Tripler 
General Hospital, returned for duty and is on the road to full recovery. : 

Lieut, Coates was placéd on Detached Service at Fort DeRussy to study the 
training and operations of the Coast Artillery, so as to ascertain just what 
is required from the Observer during aerial spotting of target practices and 
also how reports are used in range adjustment. 

lst Lieut. Harold Lec none was nan arene fron ansigundns to the 5th Con- 
euty with the Headquarters 18th Composite Wing, with station at Fort Shefter, 

Ee j 

end Lieut. F. Edgar Cheatle was relicved from assignment to the 72nd Bon- 
bardment Squadron and assigned to duty with 5th Composite Group Hondquarters 
as Post and Group Operations Officer and Information Officer. . 

Organization Day Was celebrated on May 19th by the entire Group, and a “hol 
iday was declared for the Post. A "HOT" Ficld Mcot and Baseball: game. took place 
in the morning. The Field Mect ended.in the usual tie for first eal . This 
year the tic 7??? was between the 72nd and the 4th Squadrons, As usual, the 
Squadron Commanders were called upon to run a race to break the tie, Licut. 
Ramsay, Squadron Commander of the 72nd, was favored to win before the race, but, 
with the crack of the pistol, Licut. Gilbert, Squadron Cormander of the 4th, 
took off like a D H with two motors, proving you can't tell how fast a Squadron 
Commander can run by looking at him. By virtue of his victory, the Gold G.I. 
Can, with the Group insignia, once more nestles on top of the piano in the 4th 
Squadron's Day Room for the second consecutive year. In the baseball gare be- 
tween the Post Team and a tean r sade up of First Sergeants and the two senior 
NCO's of cach Squadron, the NCO team won, with the help of the wnpires - Major 
Kirby and Chaplain Rinard. Some of the decisions made did not seem to be in the 
rule-book, approved by John McGraw, but they put lots of pep in the game, The 
Post Team was saved from the worst dafant of the season by a bugler..sounding re- 
call, or was it "Fire Call"? 

During the past month, the Photo Section was busy making prints and copies 
of photographs to b@used-.in the historic cs of various Air Corps Units in the 
Hawaiian Departnent, 

Licut. Rawlings and Toch.Sgt. Stokte accompanied the 5th Composite Group 
with their photo ship on an Inter-Island flight to the Island of Kauai, New 
Pictures of all landing fields on Kauai and Niihau, as well as harbor and light- 
house pictures, were. obtained. Pvt. J. Goode took the Akeley cameya in the nose 
of a bomber and was fortunate enough to get some good movies of the grip. These 
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have been forwarded to the Chicf of the Air Corps. 


Wheeler Field, T.H.: 





On May end - 4th, the 78th Squadron furnished a Sikorsky Amphibian as es- 
cort plane to Kauai, participating in tactical exercises with the Fifth Compos- 
ite Group, Lieut. Loutzenheiser” piloted the plane, with Pvts, Franks as Crew 
Chief, md Chilton as Radio Operator, As the motors of all the ships were per- 
forming in the manner guaranteed by the manufacturer, there was no opsortunity 
for the crew to distinguish themselves by rescue work, 

A Group Review held on May 14th in honor of Maj. C.H. Wash, the departing 
Group Commander, and was witnessed by Major-General B.H. Wells, Commanding 
Schofield Barracks, together with members of his Staff, Excellent formation 
acrobatics were performed by Licuts. Vandenburg, Prindle and Grussendorf, 6th 
Squadron, while a PW was handled in an exceptionally graceful manner by Lieut. 
Bentley of the 19th Squadron. As a last gosture to Major Wash, an "Aloha" was 
flown at his departure on the Army transport "Cambrai", The Major carried with 
him as a departing gift tho most beautiful set of gold irons ever scen in these 
parts, comfortably nestled in one of those golf bags which requires two caddies 
and a litter to tote around, It is hoped the new clubs will not add tod many 
strokes to his game, oy 

Station Repair Unit, Luke Ficld, T.H.: The Erigine Repair Section overhaul- 
ed a total of nine engines during the period from April 25th to May 25th. 

Mr. Dekle, Civilian employee, the new Foreman of the Engine Repair Section, 
recently returned from a 30-day Toave, Mr. and Mrs. Dekle are building a new 
home in Honolulu and.Mr, Dekle spent most of his leave at the new "Homesite". 

He was appointed foreman, relieving Mr.Sgt. Harry P. Carmean, who returned to 
the mainland on June 9th transport. Best wishes and the "Aloha" of the entire 
Station Repair Unit goes to Set. Carmean, 

The Aero Repair Section mst not be overlooked, During the month of May, 
this Department completed el overhauls on five P-12B airplanes, and minor 
overhauls on two A-3B airplanes, ' They are also working hard to complete a 
major overhaul on an LB-6 Bombor Srye§ was damaged in a recent landing. 

The woodworking Department is being kept pretty busy building an office 
for the Hawaiian Air Depot, which is moying to Luke Field. They also accom- 
plished the bilding of a new propeller test room, the remodeling of the old 
seaplane hangar, and the building of engine stands for the =ange of air and 

water-cocled mators, 

The other shops, namely: Wire, propeller, wing, tire ‘idk landing gear, 
are being kept busy accomplishing the overhaul schedule every month. 

During the month of May, the Final Assembly assembled and delivered -twenty 
new airplanes, completed four major overhauls and 2 minor overhauls, making a 
total of 26 airplanes delivered during the month. 

The 2 0-19C airplanes, assigned to the 18th Composite Wing Headquarters, 
which are being mairitained by the Final Assembly, accompanied the Inter-Island 
flight to Maui, Lieut.-Col. Brant was the pilot of one and Lieut. McCoy piloted 
the other, 

The personnel of the Machine Shop, under Sgt, Carl A. Nelson; the Sheet 
Metal Shop, under the supervision of Mr. Harris; and Welding Shop, under Set. 
Klifoth, have, in the past month, completed approximately 100 orders and about 
200 small jobs on instruction slips. Efficiency plus. 

There is now under construction in tho Engine Storage Department, an over- 
head mono-rail system, This work is under the supervision of Mr. C. Ching, 
Civilian employee. 





Third Attack Group, Ft. Crockett, Texas, July 7th: . 





After an absence of 17 yrs. Brig.-Gen. Benjamin D. Foulois, visited Ft. 
Crockett and the 3rd Attack Group, June 20th and 21st, His visit was an in- 
formal one and did not include any inspections, 

The Group received four DH's for use in aerial gunnery in towing targets. 
They will be in use while the Coast ‘Artillery Reserve officers are in training 
at Ft.Crockett. 

Lisut.-Col. John H. [ana pon Group Commander, arrived at Ft.Crockett 
for a fifteen-day tour of active duty with the Group. Many old friends are 
Welcoming the Colonel to Galveston. 
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The standing of the teams in the second half of: the Post oer 
Baseball League is as follows: 








Team Won Lost Pcts., 

90th Squadron 3  § 2750 
60th MW ; 2 2 2500 , 
13th " 2 20 «500 
8th " 1 3 2250 


In their last few games the 90th Squadron has shown more hitting power 
than they have all season, There are only ten more games to be played, and the 
13th Squadron still has a chance to cop the second half and clinch the cup 
without any playoff sorics. 


Bolling Field, D.C., July 10th: 





The Bolling Field golf team, augmented by Capts. Adlor and Elmendorf of 
‘the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, journeyed up to Middletorm during the 

last week of June and took the short end of an 18-hole match, The other men- 
bers of the team were Maj. Davidson, Capt. Bayley and Lieut. Merrick of ‘Bolling, 

Major Houghton vs Maj. Davidson - Maj. Houghton won 6 up. 

Lt ..McGregor vs Capt. Elmendorf- Capt, Elmendorf won 3 up. 

War.,Off, Hewitt vs Capt. Bayley - War,Off, Hewitt won 7 up. 
Capt. Estabrook vs Capt. Adler. - Capt, Adler won 2 up. 

Dr. Blecher vs Lt. Merrick - Dr. Blecher won 4 up. 

‘The Bolling team flew up in "Summer formation" ("Summer" here and "summer" 
there) to Middlotown, were tendered a luncheon and spent a most enjoyable after- 
noon, although they did lose 3 to 2. Bolling expects to have the Middletom 
team down here during the week of July 13th and the match is scheduled to be 
played at the Army and Navy Country Club. We are looking forward to quite an 
interesting match, as the players of Bolling have been seen putting in quite 
a bit of needed practice here of late. 

Lieuts, Stranathan and Giovannoli, just returned from the West Coast, fer- 
rying two BT-2B airplanes from Rockwell Ficld.. 

On July 9th, the famous Langley Ficld "rubber cow", TC-11, wandered across 
the fair pastures of Bolling Ficld, being piloted by Lieut. Schively, and ar- 
rived at 8:40 A.M. The purpose of the mission was to take pictures. 


Nichols Field, Rizal, P.I., May 28th: 





The 28th Bombardment Squadron and the 2nd Observation Squadron swapped 
hangar space this month with the idea of giving tho Bombardment more room on 
the flying'line., Considerable dissatisfaction was felt at first with the other 
fellow's house, but now everybody seems to be happy. 

The old discrepancy between the number of airplanes and the. wanber of pi- 
lots was reversed here latoly. With officers on. leave and on detached service 
during the hot scason and new airplanes arriving at the rate of about eight a 
month, we have temporarily an almost unknown condition of more planes than pi- 
lots, When everybody comes back to work, however, all the planes will have 
Plenty of customers, New equipment is a. big incentive to work and all three 
units here now have it. 

Two Sikorsky Amphibians made a trip to the Southern sisi elie cight 
stops on the way to Jolo and return, Plunder included vintas, mats, knives, 
head-axes, barongs, beetlé nut boxes, gongs, and turtles (live). Only the car- 
rying capacity of the planés prevented the transfer of all the souvenirs in 
the Southern Islands to Nichols Field, 

The Air Corps Baseball Team has plugged up the bottom of the Philippine 
Baseball League since November, The season ends in.May. This will be a relief 
to some of us, We apparently bit off too mich of a mouthful, 

Maj. Brooks relieved Major Harms as Commanding Officer of Nichols Field 
on May 15th, ‘itis leaves’ Capt. Hornsby in command of Clark Field. Maj. Harms 
expects to'move the Air Office to Manila in. the near: ‘Patore. 





Ft,sSill, Okla., July ist: 





The 88th Observation Squadron was somewhat broken'up this month with the 
loss of thirteen officers, Maj, L.H. Brereton, Commanding Officer, A.C. Troops, 
left for his new station in’Panama on July lst. Capt. B.E. O'Neill will be 
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the new Commanding Officer of Air Corps Troops, Capt. R.H. ‘Pritchard, A.C. re- 
ported here for duty on June 19th and will be Commanding Officer, 88th Observa- 
tion Squadron, The following 2nd Lieutenants, Air Corps, were transferred to 


| Chanute Field: J.d. Keough, RI. Dugan, C.K. Moore, D.E. Whitten,and R»E. Holmes, 


Te following-named 2nd Lieutenants, Air-Reserve, reverted to inactive status 
on June 30th: GE. Percefull, W.C. Bryan, tn J.Hs: Roe, G. dae Houle, J.G. Pitts, 


J.Me Joplin:'and Desmond Murphy. 


Five officers were rushed through gunnery last sesh dup to their leaving 


, the Etter part of the month, All qualified as follows: 2nd.Lieut, RI. Dugan, 


‘A «Ce, Expert; 2nd‘ Lieut. JH. Roe, Air-Res,, Expert; end Lieuts,, Air-Res., 
GL. Houle, W.C. Bryan, Jr. and J.M. Joplin qualified as Sharpshooters. Mr. 


Bet. CeFe Colby also qualified as Expert. 


lst Licut. 7S. Hamlin returned from: the Hospital about ten days ago where 
he underwent an operation, 

On June lst, 2nd Lieut. J.H. Roc, MbreRes., and Put. Adolph L. Hainlen 
made practice parachute jumps. 

St.Sgt. Paul Grossman and Pvt. Forest G. Crom, while swimming in Lost Lake 
on June end, were called upon to save the lives of three R. 0.T.C. students. 
One student had: become unconscious and tho other two. were almost exhausted 
when Set. Grossman and Pvt. Crom secured a boat and came to their rescue. 


¢ 


‘Fairfield, Ohio, Air: Depot, July 8th: 





Personnel of the Depot wero saddened by the death of Mrs. Mildred Austin, 
wife of Licut. John 4, Austin, Air Corps. Mrs. Austin's death occurred July 
6th at the Miami Valley Hospital, after an illness of two weeks, Services were 
held at the Depot and burial was at Arlington. The deepest sympathy is felt 
for Lieut. Austin in his bereavement, 

Maj. AeL. Sneed, Lieuts.: Melvin B. Asp and George V. McPike departed for 
Maxwell Ficld, Ala.; to:’secure and ferry here three 0-19's for overhaul. 

Maje AsLe Sneed ferried an airplane overhauled at this station to the Rock- 


well Air Depot, Coronado, Calif. 


Lieut. Melvin B, Asp, A.C., and: _—a C.0. Perry, Air-Res., made a cross- 
country trip to Columbus, Ga. July 3rd and returned July Sth. 

Lieut. Frederick My Hopkins,Jr., on June 17th flew to Marion, Ohio, where 
he picked up Senator Davis, who attended the dedication exercises of the Harding 


- Memorial, flew to Pittsburgh, Pa., and returned to this station about 8:20 P.M. 


Capt. Edward Laughlin, who was Chief, Engineering Officer at this Station 


_for more than six and one-half years, departed June 27th for the Middletown 


Air Depot, his new station, Good wishes go with the Captain and his family 
from this Depot. rs : . 
Capt. Harrison W.-Flickinger reported June 29th and took. over the duties 


formerly performed by Capt. Edward Laughlin. On July lst. Capt. Flickinger de- 


parted on a 30-day leave of absence. 

Lieuts. Clarence S, Irvine and Francis M. Zeigler reported recently from 
Chanute Field for duty in the Engineering Department at» this. Station. 

Lieut. Clarence S. Irvine departed July It. on.a, one month's leave of ab- 
sence, which he is spending in Indiana. 

Lieut. Frederic E, Glantzberg reported recently for duty: and’ vas ‘assigned 
to the Depot Supply Department. 

Lieuts, Frederick M. Hopkins,Jr. and John A. Austin were transferred to 
Wright Field for duty as students at the Engineering School. 

The Annuai Picnic, sponsored by the Wilbur Wright Welfare Association, was 
held at Silver Lake, near Now Carlisle, Ohio, on June 27th. ° Races,’ ball games 
and a bathing beauty contest were the principal events of the day. 

A fireworks demonstration was conducted the night of July 4th by the Wilbur 
Wright Officers! Club in the open ground north of General Pratt's quarters, 

The adults as well as the children enjoyed the demonstration very much. 

The activity reported of the Supply- Department for the month of June shows: 
Incoming tonnage of freight, 506.8 tons; express, 2 tons; parcel post, 875 lbs.; 
Outgoing freight, 156.8 tons; express, 5.3 tons; parcel post, 1,750 lbs, Mater- 
ial: reecived by other means 118,968 lbs,; shipped, 184,500 lbs.'; incoming 
Shipments 843; outgoing, 1,286; requisitions received, 342, 
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Juno 29th: 





San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Ficold, Texas, 





The Depot. was pleased to welcome Brig.-Gen. Bénjamin D. Foulois, Assistan 
Chief of the Air Corps, accompanied by Capt. A.B. McDaniel, of the 0.0.A.C,, op 
‘their recent: visit to the A.C. Training Center, On the night of June 22nd they 
were entertained at dinner by Lieut.-Col. A. W. Robins, the Depot Commander, 

Brig.-Gen,. H.C. Pratt, Chief of the Materiel Division, inspected the Depot 
. on June’ 25th, arriving in a BT-2 plane piloted by Capt. St.Clair Streett of 
Wright Field. During their stay they were the house guests of Licut.-Col, 
Robins, and they departed on the 17th for Rockwell Field, Calif., via Ft. Bliss, 
Texas. 

Officers arriving at this Depot to secure and ferry airplanes to their 
home stations were Lieuts, F.A, Johnson and J.A. Bulger, of Scott Ficld, pilot. 
ing PT-3's; Lieut, Stanton T, Smith of Schoen Field, Indianapolis, Ind,., pilot. 
ing a PT-3A; Capt, John G, Colgan, Iunken Airport, Cincinnati,Ohio, piloting 
a PT-3A, 

Lieut. Charles E, Thomas left June 24th, ferrying a PT-3A for delivery to 
Candler Field, Atlanta, Ga., and’ returning by rail. 

Capt. Edmund C, Armes of the 3lst Division Aviation, ales National Guard, 
Birmingham, paid a social visit here June 26th while in the vicinity. 

we were glad to welcome Capt, C.E. Branshaw, who returned to duty June 27) 
from a spell of illness at the Station Hospital, Ft.Sam Houston, Texas, since 

Warrant Officer Leland D, Bradshaw of Mather Field, Calif,, arrived here 
June 15th to pilot a P-12B plane to his home station, © 

Warrant Officer Charles Chester of this Depot is enjoying leave of absence 
visiting in Maryland, 

The regular monthly conference on Air Corps supply and ‘maintenance matters 
in this Depot's Area, and the luncheon following the conference at this Depot, 
on June 16th were attended by the following officers: Brig.-Gon. H.C. Pratt, 
Chief of the A.C, Materiel Division, and Capt, St.Clair Stroeott of Wright Ficli, 
then visiting this Depot; Capt. Morris Berman and Licut, RG. Harris, of Kelly 
Field; Capt. S.J, Idzorek and Licut, J.F. Whiteley of Ft,Crockett; Licuts, RC, 
MacDonald and E.C, Robbins of Brooks Field; Licuts. A.S. Albro and H.A-Bartron 
of Randolph Field; Lieuts, D.T. Mitchell and C.S. Tidwell of Post Field, Ft. 
Sill; Licut., J.E. Adams of Langley Field (on, tomporary duty at Kelly Field); 
Lieut. E.T. Showalter of the 36th Division Aviation, Texas National Guard, 
Houston, and the officersof this depot, At the luncheon, the following also 
were guests:- Maj. F.L. Martin, Commandant of Kelly Field; Maj. HaH.C.Richards 
and Lieut, A.F. Glenn of Brooks Field, Maj. Van J. iicaver, reaienetd and Lieut, 
Lamar G, Seeligson, Air-Res,, both of San Antonio, 

Lieut. and Mrs, B.S.Thompson and son, Donald, of Kelly Field, were the 
guests of Capt, Warner B. Gates and family, at this Depot, prior to departure 
for Washington, D.C., where Lieut, Thompson will enter the Walter Reed General 
Hospital for observation and treatment. 

Lieuts, L.S. Webster and D.F. Fritch of this Depot made a cross-country 
trip to Little Rock, Ark., and return June 17th to-20th, for the purpose of 
transporting personnel and an engine for the repair of an LB-7 forced dow at 
that place, 


Middletown, Pa,, Air Depot, 





Middletown Again - and How! Golf this time - Yeah - Hot Stuff - Happened 
this-a-way - 
Various ships undocking at cither Middletown or Bolling. and proceeding to 

the other place, Polite threats and challenges while there, i.e., "Bring your 

team up, you big such and such, We'll take you on", "Oh, yeah} You and what 
team can beat us catching birdies, you this and that!" And on and on and on. 

However, believe it or not, a wire was recaived one day at Middletown, 
something to the effect that a ein team of truck drivers was on the way 
with golf clubs, Imagine it? 


Well, no use to fool around. Might just as well waste an afternoon puttingp 


them in their place... And did we? My Aunt Emma, dunt. esk] 

Dazzy Davidson, the big divot man from Denver, was teamed against Husky 
Houghton, the par shooter from Peoria, The result: go on, ask me the result] 
Middletown 6 and 5 with score 85 against 95. 
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Next, Warrant Officer Hewitt, the Huge Hungarian from Hackensack, pinched 
Jumping Joe Bayley on every green,: making the poor boy from Bolling scream with 
rage through his heavy mstache, .4fter.the last putt had rimmed the cup, the 
scores were Hewitt 81, Bayley 95,.with match play ending on the leth - 7 up and 
6 tO gOe Mercy, how terrible! — eee se pe ‘ 

Battling Blecher next walloped El Maestro Merrick, terminating the brief 
pub snappy engagement on the 15th with 5 up and 3 to play. Merrick’ was complete- 
ly at the mercy of the skilled hands and wrists of the Pennsylvania Surgeon, 
whose inshoots and fast drop balls had him dizzy after the first inning. Mer- 


rick lost control and had his stick and rudder crossed, and was only fecbly 


gunning the sinking craft when the match was over, Medal scores - Blecher 83, 
Merrick, 93, : 

Elbows Elmendorf and Mashie McGregor went round and round while birds fell 
by the score, Elbows (a ringer from the Chief's Office) played uniquely the 
last three holes, making.3 - 6 -.2, with par 4-4-3, beating Mashie by 2 up 
on the 18th green, Elbows! card was 41 - 39 - 80, while Mashie had the more 
prosaic 40 - 42 - 82, q 28: 

. The last match was a tussle between Esso Estabrook and a’ personage active 
in and about Washington known as Alias Adler, The foreigner started slowly but 
gained speed and in the clinches had all the best of it, using the kidney and 
rabbit punch with great effectiveness, Esso'ts’ seconds threw the sponge in 
during the l2th, 

Coffee, sandwiches and soft drinks were used to refuel the main tanks after 
the match, A ragged formation took off for Bolling soon thereafter. 





Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, June 22nd: 


lst Lieut. S.B. Thompson, who was injured when his plane crashed near La 
Pryor, Texas, last December, was ordered to Walter Reed General Hospital, Wash- 
ington, D.C., for further treatment, The personnel of this command wish him a 
speedy and full ‘recovery and hope to see him back here after his discharge from 
the hospital. 

Ed, Note: Captain Thompson wishes to be remembered to the boys at Kelly 
Field. 

lst Lieut, E.C. Kiel returned from Fairfield, Ohio, ferrying an O2-H plane 
back to Kelly Ficld, oe 

Ist Lieuts. D.V. Gaffney, G.H. Beverley, W.i/, Welsh, L.J. Maitland and L.C. 
Mallory left the field June 18th, ferrying five PT-3 planes from the San Antonio 
Air Depot, Duncan Field, to Middletown,Pa, lLieuts, Gaffney and Beverley ferried 
an LB~? back to San Antonio, while the other three officers returned by rail. 

The Kelly Field Polo Team left for Colorado Springs to take part in the 
annual Broadmoor Tournament, the team being composed of Capt. Thomas W, Hastey, 
Adjutant at Kelly Field; Capt. Harold K, Coulter, 23d Infantry (replacing Lieut. 


D.T. Craw who is now.at. New York with the Army Team); lst Lieuts, Robert ji. 


Douglass, Aide to the Commanding General of the Air Corps Training Center; and 
Oscar L. Beal, Ft.Crockett, 

Capt. William 3B, Wright,Jr., and lst Lieut. Graham St.John, both formerly 
Stationed at Kelly Field, arrived here June 19th in training planes which they 


ferried from Santa Monica, Calif. Capt. Wright is now stationed at Kansas City 


on duty with the Organized Reserves and Lieut, St.John is in Minneapolis on the 
Same duty. ee ; 

Capt. J.K. Cannon, Senior Instructor in Pursuit, returned from Wright Field 
Where he acted as member of a board of Air Corps officers convened to recommend 
types of Pursuit equipment for purchase by the Army. 

Licut. E.H. Lawson took off on June 19th in a Pursuit plane for Tulsa on 
a flight which will take him to Omaha, Chanute Fiéld, Lexington, and Ft.Bragg, 
and back’to San Antonio by way of Des Moines, 


S 


cott Field, Belleville, Ill., June 24th: 


The Commanding Officer, Lt.-Col. John A. Paegelow, A.C., made a trip to 
Wight Field, Dayton, Ohio, on June 15th, to serve on a Board of Officers afp- 
Pointed by the Chief of the Air Corps for the purpose of considering lighter- 
than-air projects for the Fiscal Year 1932 and to gake recommendations for new 
lighter-than-air equipment for that period, Col. Paegelow returned to Scott 
field, June 17th, 2 
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Four officers and one enlisted pilot from the 15th Observation Squadron les, 
this week for aerial gunnery practice at Camp Skeel, Oscoda, Mich, 2nd Lieut, 
I.R. Selby piloted a plane, with Capt. H.W. Holden as passenger, to the camp, 
leaving Capt. Holden and returning to Scott Field, Later, two planes, with dng 
Lieut. TW. Charles and Mr.Sgt. Davis as pilots and 2nd Lieuts, GH. Stokes ang 
I.R. Selby as observers, flew to Camp Skeel, to remain there until the comple. 
tion of the firing of the required course, Another plane left this week for th 
same destination and purpose, carrying 2nd Lieuts, E.A. Sirmyer and C.E. odhn- 
son, Other pilots and observers will be sent at later dates to take the places 
of those whose worl: will. be completed. 

In the Inter-company Baseball League this week, “the Staff team defeated the 
team from the 24th Airship Service Company by a score of 16 to 3. Sgt. Jones 
pitched a very good game for the Staff, In the other game the 9th Airship Con. 
pany defeated the 15th Observation Squadron, 17 to 14, The 15th Squadron tean 
was somewhat handicapped through some of its players being on detail to Camp 
Skeel, Mich, The 9th Company team now leads the League with 2 games won and 
none lost, ; ’ 





Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., July 8th: 





The final report on thehoming pigeon race, which started from Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, a few weeks ago, shows that out of possibly 4,000 birds starting in 
the race, the. leading bird from the Scott Field loft placed tenth in National 
standing. The birds entered were from all parts of Central and South Central 
United States. Birds from greater distances were also started. 

A plane of the P-19 type, piloted by Major Willis Hale, with the United 
States Ambassador to Chile as passenger, arrived at this station from Wright 
Ficld July 3rd, leaving the next day for Topeka, Kansas. 

Maj. Fred Coleman, Chief of the Ficld Service Section, Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, is at this station at the presont time on business pertaining to Air Corps 
supplies, 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, July lst: 





On June 25th the San Antonio Army Baseball League's standing showed the 
Air Corps Primary Flying School at Brooks Field, Texas, and the end Field Artil- 
lery Brigade Caissons of Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, deadlocked for first place hon- 
ors, with-exactly one-half of the games in the first half completed. Both the 
Aviators and the Caissons have won 7 of the nine games participated in, with the 
Ninth Infantry Manchus and the Twenty-third Infantry Gravel ss cates both of 
Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, close on the heels of the leaders, 

Not only are the Airmen from Brooks Field, tied for the leadership in the 
Army loop, but are carrying off the batting honors, swatting the pellet at the 
‘terrific clip of .320 as a team, which is some mighty tall batting, Pitching 
is well above par and the play afield can compare with the best. 

The Aeronauts expect this to be a banner year, and prospects for a champion 
ship nine were never. brighter, Heretofore, the Brooks Field Post team was al- 
ways among the leaders and would have led the field, if the old stickwork had 
been there, The figure of .320 as a club batting average shows that the stick- 
work is there this year and now that the most needed necessity has been accon- 
plished, the Airmen are on their way to a championship. 

The support given the Aeronauts this year has been more than gratifying, 
with the commissioned personnel turning out 100%,as well as the enlisted person- 
nel, From time to time, an officer of the Brooks Field personnel offers some 
kind of a cash prize for the most. hits, most runs batted in, etc.e, and the boys 
are taking their money and winning ball games at the same time. 

The Brooks Field hurlers include this brilliant array of capable throwers} 
Sgt. Denver Wood, St.Sgt. John Tarpley, and Pvt. John McKenney, the aces, with 
Lieut, Cuzak, Flying Cadet Broiles and Cpl. Adams to help out, 

The remainder of the lineup usually includes: Sgt. Bill Wood or Pvt,Bookil, 
catchers, St.Sgt. "Pop" Hanes, lst Baseman; St.Sgt. Lage, 2nd baseman; Staff Sgt. 
Prince or Pvts, Kenar or Don Felton, shortstop; Sgt. Jerry Snyder, third baseman; 
with Cadet Broiles and Pvts, Rogers, Murphy and Edwards usually taking care of 
the outfield berths, 

This team, compared with any of the remaining six Army entrants, is on an 
even basis if not better, Many of the sports scribes from Ft, Sam Houston,Texas, 

- 279 = V-6162,h.Ce 





















- mn —~ Gs oe on 


ct ko 


wo OOo CO 


ss of 













Oga, 


6 
rtil- 
» hon- 
the 
h the 
| of 


the 
the 


ng 


mpion- 


al- 
ad 
ck- 


E 9 
rson- 
me 
boys 


ers} 
ith 


okil, 
f Sgt. 
seman; 
of 








favor the Aeronauts for the first time, and the boys from Brooks Field, Texas, 
have been playing some real baseball this season, 


40th Divison Aviation, Los Angeles, Calif., July 13th: 





Effective June 16th, lst Lieut. Russell C. Larsen was assigned to the com- 
mand of the 115th Photo Section. He just returned from the special course in 
photography at the Air Corps Technical School, Rantoul, Tll., and brought back 
many new ideas in methods and technic. . 

Capt. Earl Robinson is being congratulated upon his promotion to that grade 
effective June 16th, He was relieved from command of the Photo Section, and as- 
signed to Operations. . 

Lieut. Clinton Burrows is away from the Squadron for a month on special 
State duty at Sacramento, doing forest patrol in the northern part of the State. 

Congratulations are hereby extended to Lieut. Clifford R. Gard, whose mar- 
riage to MissAlbertine Ashworth, of Los Angeles, was recently announced, In- 
roads upon the bachélor ranks among the officers of this Squadron has progress- 
ed to such a dangerous point that the Second Lieutenants Protective Association 
is considering appropriate action, 

This unit is very busy at the present time making final preparations for 
summer training’ camp, The last drill will be held Saturday, July 18th, after 
which the baggage and troops will be entrained for arrival at Camp San Iuis 
Qbispo on the following morning. Sunday, the 19th, all officer personnel; will 
fly to San luis to arrive there about noon, The advance detail will procced 


‘to camp on Friday, the 17th, under the command of Licut. Harry Gilmore, 


This squadron welcomes its newest officer, 2nd Liout, Richard 0. Bullis, 
from civil lifé. Lieut, Bullis is a practicing physician in Los Angeles, and 
was this squadron's first Flight Surgeon in 1925, with the rank of Captain. 
We are very happy to welcome this officer back in our ranks. 


Boston Airport, Mass., July lst: 





The public of Boston is still commenting on the precision with which the 
planes were landed and parked at the Airport during the Maneuvers, In less 
than five minutes the 9th Observation Group was "parked" on the field, 

Licuts, 0.P. Pierson and W.0. Towner, A.C. Reserve, piloted two State 
Aeronautical Inspectors in Douglas BT- OBS as aerial patrol planes to keep an 
eye open for commercial ships which might disobey flying rules, One inspector 
went up minus a flying suit, and when he returned about an hour later, it is 
rumored that he had to be taken to the airport lunch to be thawed out. 

It seems that some people can't be satisfied. Many protests were rogister- 


‘ed when the Maneuvers were first planned for the Charles River Basin site, The 


location was changed to South Boston, and then protests galore wore registered 


‘ by many who evidently didn't read the papers and who waited vainly at, the Charles 
‘River Basin to sce the aerial parade. When he learned of these protests, Brig.- 


Gen. Foulois ordered the demonstration planes to circle the Basin-on thcir way 
to Springfield after the demonstration, 

Those in the Headquarters received a scare when. a report came in by police 
teletype that’ Army planes had crashed during the parade while over Nevton, ‘Tho 
following is the tale the tapo, told: 

"Hello Newton, Have planes passed over your ety “‘yot?" 

"They were passing over hero and crashed and four men are in the Newton 
Hospital on the danger list," 

"Were théy cops?" 

"No... Aviators." 

"The ‘planes can now be seen beyond the ‘Charles River Basin." 

"Go jump in the Basin," 

"Shut off your motor," 

"Shut your mouth,” 

"Go bag your head," 

"What for?" 

"To sell it for wood," 

"Newton, This is Boston Police Headquarters, Is: that correct about the 
Crash of Planes. in Newton this P.M.? Please answer at once," . 

"This is Newton, We know nothing about the crash. Set. Meehan. ® 

"Thank you very much,Sergeant. This is headquarters. We would like to 
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know where this message originated," 
"le do not know. Boston papers asked us and were told we had not heard 


of it," ‘ 

The foregoing sample of the brand of humor shown by some officers:on poligg 
forces causes us to wonder how police examinations are being conducted, 

Lt. Frank C, Crowley caused some excitement recently when he made a "bling 
take-off in a PT-1 which Lieut. J.A, Wilson had fitted with hood for instrument 
flying practice, With Capt. Charles Clark in the front cockpit as safety pilot, 
Frank awaited word from Charlie that the coast was clear for a getaway. Pour- 
ing on the coal, the Puttering PT thundered down the runway, took off with very 
little unsteadiness, and was soon flying over the harbor.at a good altitude, 
Frank declares he will fly that bus around the city and bring it back to the 
airport entirely by instrument, We ‘await the test with interest. His only ob- 
jection was that the instruments in the PT. are placed ina position which 
causes one to go around with head bowed in attitude of prayer for the several 
hours after the flight, They are close to the floor,and, according to Lt, 
Crowley, require neck gymnastics to read them carefully. 

The enlisted men at the Boston Airport now boast their own "newspaper", 

It is similar in size to the NEWS LETTER, but beyond that the similarity is 
non-cxistent. Known as the "WEEKLY BLATT", with editors, Sgt. Robert Lauter 
and Sgt. Paul Frame, the paper contains breezy items concerning Reserve activ- 
ities (supplied by the Reserve Officers) and activities of the detachment, 

It is full of good natured quips, and real news of the airport. May it con- 
tinue to thrive, It didn't cost anything at first and costs twice as much now, 

Close formation flying, formation take-offs and various formation maneuvers 
were practiced arduously recently by Licut. 0.P. Pierson, Capt. Geo. Lusk and 
Licut,. G. Warrincr, 





Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, July lst: 





Licut. Wendell recently flew to Duncan Field, Texas for a conforence on 
the testing of primary airplanes, He ferried a BI-2B airplane back to Wright 
Field, making a one-day flight of it, 

Secretary of War Patrick J. Hurley, landed at Wright Ficld on May 3lst, 
making a stop bétween Bolling Field and Muskogec, Okla. He was piloted by 
Licut. C.iW. Cousland, flying a C-4 airplane. 

Brig.-Gen. H.C. Pratt, Capts. E.R. Page, A.J. Lyon, K.S. Axtater and Lieut, 
A.C. Foulk, attended the meeting of the National Advisory Committec for Aero- 
nautics held at Langley Field, Va., on May 27th and 28th. 

Arturo B, Merino, Sub-Secretary of the Department of the Interior in Charg 
of Aviation,*Chilcan Government ,was a rocent visitor at the Field, Flight Cap- 
tain Dario Mujica and Lieut. Filipe Latorre of Chile accompanied him, as did 
also Fowler W. Barker, Department of Commerce, Washington, D.C., and Licut. C.j, 
Cousland, who piloted the party to Dayton from the Ford Airport, Dearborn,Mich., 
which they had also visited. ene: 

The Army-Navy conference recently held at the Naval Aircraft Factory, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., was attended by L.V. Cook, B.F. Sonart, J.A. Roche, P.N. Sutton, fF 
RL. Shumaker, Opie Chenowith, J.B. Johnson, GR. Marlay and J.A. Bishcp, rep- ff 
resanting the Materiel Division, 

Carlos Castillo Breton, head of the Military Aeronautical School at Mexico 
City, and Colonel Francisco J. Agpilar, Mexican Military Attach, Washington, 
D.C., wore the guests of Brig.-Gon. H.C. Pratt on June 2nd, Capt. RC. Moffatt 
and Licut. H.P. Rush flew the visitors from Cincinnati to Dayton, On June 3rd 
they made a tour of inspection of the Materiel Division. 

Licut. G.F. Schulgen, Wichita, Kansas, ferried a YPT-9 to the plant of the 
Stearman Company. ; 

Licut. J.E, Parker left for Santa Monica, Calif., to ferry to Wright Ficld 
an 0-250 airplane from the plant of tho Douglas Company, 

Capt, A.J. Lyon, Assistant to the Chicf of Enginccring, sailed on June 8th 
for a two-months' tour of Europe, He will go on duty at the Amorican Embassy in 
London and from there to the Embassy in Berlin for a briof official glimpse of 
the acronautical picture in the two capitals. 

Capt. Carl Greeno, Licuts, A.F. Hogenborger, J.A. Woodruff, H.P. Rush, Dj 
Watkins and W.G, Smith recontly inspected the mock-up of a new bombing airplane 
at the plant of the Glenn L, Martin Co., Baltimore, Md, 
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Lieut, S.R. Harris and Wilbur Harding, engineer, recently flew to Selfridge 
Field for conference on night lighting installations, 

Capt. J.G. Taylor left for Astoria, New York, on June 8th to test pontoon 
equipment. . 

Capt. A.W. Vanaman visited Buffalo to interview the Casati Aircraft 
Co. and the Curtiss Airplane and Motor Corp, regarding contracts. 

Maj.e AH. Gilkeson, Lieuts, S.R. Harris and E.R. McReynolds ferried three 
0-19 airplanes to Maxwell Field on June 10th. Maj. F.H. Coleman and Capt. F-W. 
Wright flew to Akron to inspect the great dirigible under construction there, 

Brig.-Gen. H.C. Pratt, piloted by Capt. St.Clair Streett, took off on June 
llth for an extensive air journey for the purpose of inspecting maintenance and 


-supply conditions at a number of Air Corps fields and stations. Their route 
dncludes Washington, D. C., where they will confer with the Chief of the Air 


Corps; Shreveport, La.; Duncan Field; Rockwell Field; Crissy Field and Mather 
Field, Mills, Calif, 

Lieut. Wendell Brookley ferried a Primary Training airplane to the plant of 
the Consolidated Company, Buffalo, for installation of a Curtiss Cahallenger 
(R-600) instead of the R-540 which formerly powered it, This engine change will 
place the plane in the Basic Training type. 

Maj. E.G. Reitiartz and Lieut. Clements McMullen, pilot, returned June 15th 
from a flight to Rockwell Field and the west coast, 

Lieut. Martinus Stenseth, Office Chief of Militia Bureau, flew in from 
Bolling Field ‘on June 16th, and took off for Kansas City next morning. 

Maj. Willis Hale arrived June 17th from Bolling Field, ferrying ult a 
Northrop Cargo airplane for test. 

Maj. M.G. Healy was temporarily transferred to Fairfield on pan eend to 
replace Major Malcolm Grow, who left for Pittsburgh to conduct the semi-annual 
physical examination of Reserve officers. 

Thirty student officers of the Technical School, Chanute Field, arrived at 
Wright Field on June 22nd, where, under the direction of Lieut. H.A. Anderson, 
formerly connected with the Armament Branch, they spent three days visiting the 
various activities of the Materiel Division and attended kctures on the differ- 
ent branches of experimental work, 

Capt. R.C. Coupland, Office Chief of Ordnance, Washington, D.C., formerly 
assigned to the Armament Branch here, spent several days at the field recently 
conferring on Armament matters, He was flown back to Washington by Lieut. L.S. 
Stranathan, who stopped over at Wright Field on his way from Chanute Field to 
Bolling Field, 

General Smedley Butler landed at Wright Field on June 18th, taking off the 
following morning for Quantico. He was piloted by Lieut. Geiger of the Marines 
in a VWJ-6 Amphibion, General Butler gave a lecture in Dayton. 

Capt. EE. Adler arrived in a BT-2B airplane on June 18th for a conference 
with the Chief of Division. 

Capt. Carl Greene and Lieut. P.H. Kemmer left by air for Washington, Balti- 
more, Philadelphia and Mitchel Field, for a conference with manufacturers on 
structural development work, Capt. Greene, who leaves in August for Hawaii, 
introduced Lieut. Kemmer to the various contractors interested in the special 
work of which he has been in charge and which Lieut. Kemmer will how handle. 

Capt. F.M. Brady arrived at Wright Field on June 2lst for a week's visit 
to the various technical departments of the field for the purpose of-acquaint- 
ing himself with the needs of the Division as served from the foreign diplo- 
matic standpoint, Capt. Brady is under orders to proceed to Rome, Italy, where 
he will be assistant military attache at the American Embassy. He served in 
like capacity in Paris in 1926 and 1927. 

Messrs. L.W. Armour and W.E. Huffman left for Washington to attend a meet- 
ing of the Automotive Commodity Committee. 

Capt. A.W. Stevens left on June 25th for Rochester for a conference with 
manufacturers on photographic equipment, 


Selfridge Field, Mt.Clemens, Mich., June 30th: 


During the second week in June, Maj.-General Frank Parker, the Corps Area 
Commander, visited Selfridge Field for an informal inspection. The following 
day General Parker made a flight to Springfield, Mass., in the Fleetster, 
Piloted by Major Brower, Group Commander. 
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17th Pursuit Squadron: Upon return from the 1931 Air Corps Exercises,:: 
Capt. Hoyt deciddd that two can live as chenply as onc, especially sincé: the 
new married officers quarters are completed, He was. married on June 8th;: and : 
this would-be bachelor organization is still going to the dogs very fast. ‘ 

During the past month, Lieut. Coleman left the organization and is now ep 
route to the Hawaiian Telands, accompanied by Mrs,.Coleman, lately acquired, 
Lieuts, Slaght and Reed have been ordered to Chanute Field, June 30th, for a 
course of instruction, Lieut. Slaght returned on June 27th, from Kingston, 
Ontario, Canada, where he was confined with a case.of mumps. He is now limpi 
around the field with a cane, Lieuts. Norman and Estes completed their tour of 
active duty and left on June 30th for their respective homes. 

Lieuts, Koons, formerly of this organization, completed his course at 
Chanute Field and was assigned to the 17th Squadron. We are very glad to have 
Lieut. Koons with us again and greet him with open arms. Lieut. Putt, also 
formerly of this organization, is attached for flying only. 

Lieut. Heiman is still absent, being sick in Washington, D.C. We are lock 
ing forward. to his speedy recovery and return to the organization, 

On June 29th, the 17th Pursuit Squadron, plus one flight from the 94th 
Pursuit Squadron, departed for Langley Field, Va., to put on a Pursuit demon- 
stration for West Point Cadets on temporary duty at that: field. 

On June 15th, Major Brower and Lieut. Griffith proceeded to Dayton for 
three days on temporary duty as: members of a Pursuit Board convened at that 
station, 
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